
CHV Members Catalysts 
for Improving Honduran 
Farmers’ Lives
By Mary Procter

“We are poor people, we have no 
dreams,” Don Virgilio, a farmer in 
the remote mountains of Honduras, 
told Collie and Betsy Agle five years 
ago when they visited his small 
village of El Tule.

Five years later, in February 2011, 
Don Virgilio proudly showed off his 
organic mountaintop farm to Betsy 
Agle and me. Under the guidance of 
Honduran agronomists funded by a 
Maine-based nonprofit, Sustainable 
Harvest International (SHI), Don 
Virgilio has learned to grow crops 
such as yucca, squash and melons 
to supplement the traditional corn 
and beans. Betsy Agle and I were 
on an annual trip organized by SHI 

Saturday, November 5 • 9:00 am
Your home

DC Hazardous Waste Materials Pickup
This is the periodic pickup day for hazardous materials and personal papers 
at CHV members’ homes that will be delivered to the District’s safe disposal 
site. Personal papers (medical records or financial files) will be shredded at 
the drop-off site, viewed by the CHV team to ensure they are destroyed.

Hazardous wastes for pickup include paint, house cleaners, batteries, 
television, video equipment, and others not accepted in weekly home trash 
pickup. For the list of accepted wastes, check the DC hazardous wastes 
website: http://dpw.dc.gov/DC/DPW/Services+on+your+block/

Call 202.543.1778 or e-mail info@capitolhillvillage.org by noon, Thursday, 
November 3, to request a pickup or volunteer to assist with the drive.

Members only
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“apples & art” Celebrates 
Capitol Hill Village anniversary
By Jim Hardin

The fourth annual Capitol Hill 
Village Harvest Fest, this year 
featuring “Apples & Art,”  

kicked off the fall season on Sunday, 
October 2, with an open house 
celebrating the amazing contributions 
of 220 Village volunteers. 

Appropriately enough, an hour and 
a half before the festival doors 
opened at Capitol Hill Presbyterian 
Church, the hall was bustling with 
volunteers setting up the event!

Founding director Gail Kohn 
instituted the annual harvest fest in 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
30 31

HaLLoWEEN

Petanque,	4	pm,	
see	p.	16

1
Qigong,	10	am,	
see	p.	16

2
Yoga Class,  
6	pm,	see	p.	16

3
Qigong,	10	am,	
see	p.	16

4
Contact the 
office by noon  
to arrange  
Nov. 5 
Hazardous 
Waste pickup

5
Hazardous 
Waste Pickup, 
Starting	at	9	am	
from	your	house,	
see	p.	1

6 7
Petanque,	4	pm,	
see	p.	16

8
Qigong,	10	am,	
see	p.	16

9
Rhuematology 
Presentation,	11	
am,	see	p.	15
Yoga Class,  
6	pm,	see	p.	16

10
Qigong,	10	am,	
see	p.	16
opera Interest 
Group,	5	pm,	see	
p.	15
Contact the 
office by noon to 
arrange Nov. 11 
book pickup

11
VETERaNS DaY

Book Donation 
Monthly Pickup, 
starting	at	9	am,	
see	p.	15

12

13 14
Petanque,	4	pm,	
see	p.	16
Contact the 
office by 3 pm to 
sign up for Nov. 
15 Literary Club

15
Qigong,	10	am,	
see	p.	16
Literary Club, 
6	pm,	see	p.	15

15
Yoga Class,  
6	pm,	see	p.	16
Contact the 
office by 12 
noon to sign up 
for the Nov. 18 
Balance Class 
and dinner at 
the Monocle

16
Qigong,	10	am,	
see	p.	16

18
Balance class, 
12:30	pm,	see	
p.	16	
Dinner at the 
Monocle,	6:30	
pm,	see	p.	15

19

20 21
Petanque,	4	pm,	
see	p.	16

22
Qigong,	10	am,	
see	p.	16

23
Yoga Class,  
6	pm,	see	p.	16

24
THaNkSGIVING

Thanksgiving 
Potluck, starting	
at	4	pm,	see	p.	16

25 26

27 28
Petanque,	4	pm,	
see	p.	16

29
Qigong,	10	am,	
see	p.	16

30
Yoga Class,  
6	pm,	see	p.	16

1
Qigong,	10	am,	
see	p.	16

2 3

For more information about any event, or to reserve a space at an event, call the CHV office at 
202.543.1778 during regular office hours (9 am to 5 pm) or e-mail info@capitolhillvillage.org

November 2011 Events
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as fall progresses and we 
move toward the holiday 
season, the Village 

organization is growing and 
improving. I would like to share 
with you some of the many things 
we are busy with this season.

Chv Moves to the hill Center
I am happy to announce that on 
November 1, CHV will begin 
operations in the new Hill Center at 
9th Street and Pennsylvania Avenue 
SE. As a part of its mission, the Hill 
Center has designed the third floor 
into office spaces available to area 
nonprofits, and CHV will occupy 
one of these offices. 

The new office will be accessible 
to all of our members, volunteers 
and supporters and will become 
our organization’s front office. At 
the Hill Center, office volunteers 
and staff will carry out day-to-day 
operations, including receiving 
your requests, planning events and 
helping you address your needs and 
challenges. Our contact information 
will remain the same. You can 
still call 202.543.1778, or email us 
at info@capitolhillvillage.org. We 
are excited to have you stop by 
just as you always have, only now 
you won’t have to maneuver tricky 
basement stairs.

We are retaining our space at  
422 7th Street SE, graciously donated 
by member Robert Sands. However, 
this office will remain a quiet space 
for staff to complete their work and 
attend to member needs, which 
often require confidentiality and 
concentration. Staff will spend 
their time in both spaces to ensure 
office volunteers and visitors have 
the support they need. Since the 
7th Street SE space will be reserved 
mostly for these operations, we 
encourage you to attend to your 

Village business at our new Hill 
Center office. 

We are excited for you to stop by 
and say hello! At the same time,  
you can see the beautifully 
renovated Hill Center and meet 
their talented staff. 

There are So Many Ways To 
Support Chv
This fall, CHV supporters will have 
many ways to help the Village grow. 
Here are just a few ways:

 Federal employees can designate 
their Combined Federal 
Campaign donations for Capitol 
Hill Village. Our CFC number is 
#55474, and you can donate until 
December 15. 

 CHV is a Hilly Awards nominee 
for Nonprofit Organization 
of the Year! Vote for our great 
organization through October 28 
at the Champs web site http://
www.champsdc.org/.

Capitol Hill Village News

To reach us: 
Phone: 202.543.1778

E-mail:  
info@capitolhillvillage.org

Internet: 
www.capitolhillvillage.org

Mail: PO Box 15126, 
Washington, DC 20003

To unsubscribe, please send 
a message to unsubscribe@
capitolhillvillage.org

To become a member, go to 
www.capitolhillvillage.org  
and click on "Join." Payment 
of dues through PayPal is 
available online.

To support the village, go to 
www.capitolhillvillage.org  
and click on "Support/
Donate." Or support CHV 
through the Combined 
Federal Campaign # 55474.  
All donations are welcome!

Capitol Hill village Leaders

Mary Procter, President of  
the Board

Katie McDonough, Executive 
Director

Julie Maggioncalda, Community 
& Social Services Director

Gail Kohn, Advisor to the Board

Capitol Hill village  
News Team

Editor: Diane Brockett

Activities Coordinator:  
Judy Canning

Designer: Roxanne Walker

Copy Editors: Susanne Allen, 
Eileen Leahy

Web Site: Neal Mann

From the Executive Director…

 continued on page 4
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Capitol Hill Village anniversary continued from page 1

October of 2008, the Village’s first 
anniversary, to thank the many 
people who make our volunteer-
first program possible.

Executive Director Katie 
McDonough welcomed members, 
volunteers, and guests to the event, 
which was held in cooperation with 
the Capitol Hill Arts Workshop. 
The walls of the church hall were 
lined with paintings, watercolors, 
photographs, and other works of art 
offered in a silent auction to benefit 
both the Village and CHAW. 

The arts and crafts on display were 
created by Village members and 
other Hill residents. Kay Elsasser, 
Mike and Ann Grace, Claire 
Kincannon, Bill Matuszeski, and 

Louise Smith coordinated and 
staged the display. 

In another room, thanks to the 
cooperative coordination of Gail 
Kohn and Diane Brockett (and the 
culinary contributions of members 
and volunteers), an array of cookies, 
fudge, brownies, lemon squares, 
edible fruit arrangements, and other 
desserts tempted guests to charge 
their systems with sweets for the 
cold months ahead. 

On tables opposite, for the health 
conscious, was a selection of apples 
that volunteers had picked up in 
West Virginia. The apples were 
donated by the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture, through the good 
auspices of Marci Hilt. Everyone 

was offered a bag of apples to  
carry home. 

In the same room, the Capitol 
Hillbillies, a local band, enlivened 
the scene with old-time roots music 
and vocals. Among the talented 
musicians was Charlie Bean, on 
guitar. He and his wife, Eileen 
Leahy, a volunteer, also are  
Village members.

President Mary Procter officiated 
for the presentation of thank-you 
awards. The Geoff Lewis Volunteer 
of the Year award went to Patrick 
Hamilton. Patrick does not live 
on Capitol Hill but has been so 
inspired by the mission of the 
Village that he spends a day each 

Right: Chv President Mary Procter 
presents The Geoff Lewis volunteer of the 
Year award to Patrick hamilton. A special 
gift and thank-you went to Diane Brockett, 
who has developed and edited the village 
News for the past four years. 
Below: Chv directors Faith Brightbill, Ed 
Missiaen and Louis Kincannon.
Bottom right: Each award winner was 
presented a framed drawing done by 
Mary Proctor. The gift for Roxanne Walker, 
in winning the Gail Kohn Award for 
Administrative Service, is shown.

 continued on page 6
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By Kate Sylvester

The Capitol Hill Village 
community marked its fourth 
anniversary on October 2 

with a celebration of its volunteers. 
The event, called Harvest Fest in 
previous years, was named Apples 
& Art this year to note the addition 
of an art auction.

According to CHV director Katie 
McDonough, “We have so many 
great artists in the CHV community 
that we wanted to provide an outlet 
to share their talents.”

More than 20 Hill artists — some 
professional and some hobbyists — 
contributed 32 pieces of art.  
The offerings ranged from water- 
colors and photography to prints 
and jewelry, silk scarves and 
stained glass.

“Joined at the Ear,” an acrylic and 
graphite work on paper by Claire 
Kincannon, sold for $300, the 
highest bid at the silent auction. 
Kincannon says that, after a 50-year 
hiatus, “ I’ve returned to my first 
love: art.”

Other featured artists included 
Lynne Holland, Jacqueline 
Saunders, Mike Grace, Mary 
Procter, and Bill Matuszeski.

Competition was fierce for other 
pieces as well, especially for the 
variety of necklaces and bracelets 
awaiting new owners. It appeared 
the wife of one CHV member might 
smile under her Christmas tree: 
her husband waited until virtually 
the last seconds of the auction to 
be final bidder for two particularly 
popular necklaces. 

After artists received a portion of 
the proceeds from their works, 
CHV collected $1,200 from artworks 
sold by members of Capitol Hill 
Village and the Capitol Hill Arts 
Workshop. The event was planned 
in collaboration with CHAW.

artwork added to our anniversary party

Donna Barbisch and Dee Seward with Claire Kincannon's Joined at the Ear.

Bill and vera Sisolak admire Koi by Kay Elsasser.

Mike Grace explains his ” virginia Meadow” to Paul Malvey, who won the painting in 
the volunteer Raffle.
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 Consider CHV as one of the 
organizations you support in 
your year-end giving. Keep your 
eyes on your mailbox for your 
year-end giving request.

 Save the date for our fourth 
annual CHV Stardust Gala: 
“Motown Magic” on Saturday, 
January 28, at the Atlas Center 
for the Performing Arts. More 
information will arrive soon  
via email and postal mail, but 
mark the date now so you can 
attend the most exciting evening 
of the year.

Get Involved in Chv Activities
November offers a jam-packed 
month of fun for CHV members, 

From the Executive Director continued from page 3

volunteers and friends. It’s not too 
late to consider attending the 2011 
Medicare Open Season information 
session on October 27, hosted by 
Kaiser Permanente. Come and learn 
how to choose the heath care plan 
that fits your needs.

Join fellow members and friends 
at a special session on “The Future 
of Social Security” sponsored by 
AARP DC on Tuesday, November 
8 at 2 pm. Together, we will learn 
about the various options available 
to make Social Security solvent, and 
you will get your own chance to 
create a solvency plan of your own.

Attend any of our CHV-sponsored 
exercise and recreational activities. 
You can choose from yoga, 

petanque, qigong or our monthly 
balance class. Check out the Village 
newsletter calendar for details.

Finally, CHV is having its annual 
Thanksgiving Day dinner, hosted 
by member Diane Brockett. If you 
will be in town for the holiday, 
consider spending the time with 
fellow Village people. And, if you 
have a hard time leaving the house, 
call the Village to find out how we 
can arrange to have a meal delivered 
to your home.

There are many more activities 
to consider and something for 
everyone, so call us to sign up and 
get involved!

— Katie McDonough

week in the office, helping with 
nearly every request that comes 
in — from riding his bike to 
McDonald’s for a “Happy Meal” 
to checking on a “Rise and Shine” 
participant who did not answer her 
morning phone call. 

Patrick is one of those remarkable 
Washingtonians who studies 
broadly, travels widely (recently to 
Tibet), and shares his knowledge 
and experience generously. 

A new award this year, the Gail 
Kohn Award for Administrative 

Service, went to Roxanne Walker, 
a Village member with her own 
graphic design business on Capitol 
Hill. Roxanne’s talent enhances 
the Capitol Hill Village News, the 
website, the annual report, Village 
brochures, and other printed 
material, making a significant 
contribution to the professional 
image of the organization. Despite 
her own busy work life, Roxanne 
somehow finds time to say yes to 
our many requests for help.

A special gift and thank-you 
went to Diane Brockett, who 
has developed and edited the 
Village News over the past four 
years, bringing her energy and 
journalistic experience to the 
monthly publication. Like so 
many members who are long-time 
Hill residents, Diane spoke of the 
friends and acquaintances she 
has made as a Village volunteer; 
and with editor’s cap perched 
on her head, she asked members 

and volunteers to help with the 
newsletter by contributing articles.

Julie Maggioncalda, Director 
of Community and Volunteer 
Services, took the stage to throw 
out a general thank you to all the 
volunteers who have fulfilled so 
many diverse requests and services 
over the past year: providing 
1,447 rides; fixing 123 computer 
programs; producing 122 articles 
for the monthly newsletter; 
coordinating 120 social events, 
including plays, exercise classes, 
book club meetings, gallery tours, 
and restaurant outings; conducting 
12 trips to the city dump; creating a 
number of computer databases for 
tracking statistics; walking 56 dogs; 
caring for 11 cats; hunting down 
3 mice; and removing 1 bird from 
a basement (which must be the 
Village equivalent of a partridge in 
a pear tree).

All in all, it’s been quite a year.

Capitol Hill Village anniversary continued from page 4

Katie McDonough, Executive Director and 
Julie Maggioncalda, Community & Social 
Services Director.
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CFC #55474
handful of Capitol Hill Village 
members feel they must move away. 
Members who are frail and/or are 
challenged by cognitive difficulties 
always say they want to stay in the 
neighborhood, not be banished to 
other parts of DC or elsewhere. 
Capitol Hill Village is focused on 
making that possible. If you know 
of Capitol Hill land or buildings 
that can be repurposed, please join 
the effort to keep our neighbors on 
Capitol Hill.

—Gail Kohn

Giving Thanks
Last year, sixty-five percent of 
Capitol Hill Village’s expenses 
(kept low, thanks to the work 
of volunteers) were covered by 
members’ annual dues. The 
remaining costs to keep Capitol  
Hill Village in action must be 
covered by contributions. 

Reaching beyond members is 
possible because Capitol Hill Village 
serves as a metropolitan area and 
national model. More opportunities 
for gifts from new friends is possible 
because of increasing recognition 
elsewhere that, “it takes a Village to 
stay at home.”

The Combined Federal Campaign 
has chosen Capitol Hill Village as a 
recipient. The annual CFC campaign 
is now underway. Those of you who 
work for the Federal government 
and/or have friends or family 
members who are civil servants 
can help Capitol Hill Village by 
designating some or all of CFC gifts 
to recipient #55474. The employee 
can choose to make the donation 
either as a one-time lump sum or by 
payroll deduction throughout the 
year.

Another way to help the Combined 
Federal Campaign recognition effort 
is to participate in visits with me 
to agencies where you are known. 
You are more likely than I to attract 
former colleagues who attend events 
meant to introduce CFC participants 
to Capitol Hill Village.

One Capitol Hill Village member is 
back working at USAID after going 
through serious injuries resulting 
from a fall. An ordeal, likely a 
health crisis, is in the future for 
each of us some time in our lives. 
Members of Capitol Hill Village 
know to pick up the phone and call. 
The member who fell earlier this 

year tells colleagues about the help 
and support volunteers and CHV 
staff provided. That story very well 
may inspire co-workers to designate 
their Combined Federal Campaign 
gifts to Capitol Hill Village. 

Gifts from the 2011 Combined 
Federal Campaign will be used to 
support the Capitol Hill Village 
vision that membership should 
be possible regardless of income. 
Since November 2007, low-income 
neighbors have been able to join 
with deeply discounted dues, 
thanks to the generosity of many 
contributors, including the Capitol 
Hill Community Foundation. 

Looking to Downsize but Stay  
on Capitol hill?
The Maples, the historic home and 
grounds on South Carolina Avenue 
SE, has architects who understand 
the importance to Capitol Hill 
Village of intergenerational 
accessibility. Expect to hear more in 
2012 about one- and two-bedroom 
units, when design details and 
pricing will be available.

On behalf of the organization, 
I am talking with prospective 
developers about ways to address 
what has been and will continue to 
be a problem for some members. 
Living in a multi-story home can 
become too much; every year a 

From the advisor to the Board…

Do you currently or have you ever cared for a 
loved one in your home, or in their home? 
Capitol Hill Village is seeking members who are family caregivers 
to form a discussion group on the topic. The group will meet in later 
October to discuss the hows, whens, wheres and whys. If you have 
cared for a home-bound loved one, or currently are doing so, your input 
would be most valuable. Please call the CHV office at 202.543.1778 to 
express your interest, and we’ll set a date. The availability of interested 
parties will be considered when determining time and meeting location. 
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The historic and spectacular 
restoration of the Hill Center 
is now complete, and Capitol 

Hill Village will be part of it. The 
Village will rent a top floor office 
space to accommodate both staff 
and member visits. The new office 
will offer a more “public” face to the 
community; the organization will 
continue to use the 7th Street SE 
basement apartment.

Besides the Village, other offices 
for non-profits are being assigned, 
mixing local entities (like CHV with 
city-wide groups. Each office space 
comes with reception services at the 
ground floor entrance and shared 
access to a kitchenette, conference 
room, informal “huddle” space, and 
wired Internet access. 

Hill Center began operations in 
early October with a “soft opening,” 
with its administrative staff, headed 
by Executive Director Diana 
Ingraham, in place. Programming 
will begin with some selected 

offerings and expand as the 
Center’s capacity grows. More than 
25 potential program partners 
are expected eventually to offer 
educational and cultural programs. 
Several program rooms will be 
available for CHV use. 

Hill Center formally will introduce 
itself to Capitol Hill on Saturday, 
November 19, with an Open House 
to welcome the entire community 
to inspect and discover this long-
anticipated neighborhood landmark. 
Open House visitors can examine 
the freshly refurbished program 
and classroom spaces, the non-
profit rooms, and the beautifully 
revamped garden. 

Like CHV, much of the on-going 
functioning of Hill Center will 
depend on volunteers. By the 
date of its opening, more than 200 
individuals had already signed the 
volunteers list. 

Among the new amenities adding 
luster to this classic structure are 

an elevator, two new staircases, and 
top-level audio-visual equipment. 
The hospital’s ancient boiler was 
replaced by a new “green” heating 
and air conditioning system using 
underground geothermal wells. The 
Hill Center easily will be accessible, 
with a new entrance on the 9th 
street side (ground floor) of the 
building. 

Hill Center is located on the 900 
block of Pennsylvania Avenue SE, in 
what was originally the Old Naval 
Hospital, founded in 1866. In 2002, 
the Old Naval Hospital Foundation 
was formed to see that the 
deteriorating building was restored, 
and in 2007, the city selected the 
Foundation’s Hill Center proposal 
for redevelopment of the building. 
In June 2011, renovation of the 
hospital began, financed by DC 
government funds, federal and 
local grants, and donations from 
hundreds of Capitol Hill residents, a 
project costing over $10 million. 

(See Village Executive Director Katie 
McDonough’s column on page 3 for 
details on the CHV’s new office at 
the Hill Center.)

Hill Center Welcomes the Village
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for Washingtonians. We live with 
farm families, listen to their stories 
and help them with projects like 
creating tree nurseries and terracing 
vegetable gardens.

“Don Virgilio,” asked Betsy, “how 
has life changed since you began 
working with the agronomists?” “I 
see the land around my house not 
just as a place to throw trash, but a 
place for fruit trees and vegetable 
gardens,” Virglio said. “Second, I 
had never planted a tree; now I have 
planted many trees.”

“What kind of vegetables do you 
like best?” we asked Don Virgilio’s 
son, Hiram. “Todos [all of them],” 
Hiram answered. 

In March 2012, my husband Bill 
Matuszeski and I plan to go to El 
Tule and other villages on an SHI 
trip led by Collie and Betsy Agle. 
It will be Bill’s third trip and my 
fourth. We are touched and excited 
by the visible improvements from 
year to year in the lives of the 
farmers we have come to know. 
Although Bill and I are comfortable 
in Spanish, other members of the 

February 2011 group enrolled in 
one-on-one tutoring in a Spanish 
language program in the lively 
tourist town of Copan, located  
near one of the best-preserved 
Mayan ruins. 

On the evening of November 
10, the Angles and the Procter-
Matuszeskis will host a gathering 
at the Frederick Douglass house to 

meet the Honduran agronomist Roy 
Lara and listen to stories of how 
mountain farmers can have better 
lives. There will be an opportunity 
to find out more about the March 
2012 SHI trip. To attend, call Betsy 
Agle at 202.546.0269 or email her at 
betsy@agle.com.

CHV Members assist Honduran Farmer continued from page 1

Farmer Don virgilio

By Karen Stuck

Controversy is hanging over 
the proposed reconfiguration 
of boundaries between two 

ANCs covering most of Capitol 
Hill – 6B and 6C. Currently, East 
Capitol Street is their main shared 
borderline, with 6B centering on 
Eastern Market and Pennsylvania 
Avenue, and 6C centering on Union 
Station and H Street.

The proposed new boundaries 
would move the East Capitol Street 
border south to Independence 
Avenue between 8th and South 
Capitol Streets.

This would move the blocks in the 
current ANC 6B01, now served by 
Commissioner Dave Garrison, into 
ANC 6C. The boundaries of the 
remaining eight 6B single-member 
districts (SMD) also would change, 
so that four of the current 6C 
commissioners would be living 
within two districts (and thus 
competing for two seats) if they seek 
reelection in November 2012. 

Two ANC 6B members who also 
are members of Capitol Hill Village, 
Kirsten Oldenburg and Norman 
Metzger, titled emails to their 
respective SMD residents “SMDs 

Get Scrambled” and “ ‘Fragging’ 
ANC6B.”

The changes are included in a 
report recently submitted to the 
DC Council by the Ward Six 
Redistricting Task Force. The 
council is expected to vote on new 
plans for all District’s ANCs later 
this year. Yet the 6B/6C controversy 
appears to be the only major issue. 

Ward 6 Councilman Tommy Wells, 
who appointed the Ward 6 task 
force, indicated earlier he would 
submit their report to the council. 
But a strong majority of ANC6B and 
many 6B residents made their anger 

politics Comes to our Neighborhood 

 continued on page 10
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clear, and Wells’ staff says he still 
is considering the matter. ANC 6C 
supports the task force’s plan.

The proposed revisions of ANC 
boundaries follow a redrawing of 
District ward boundaries, initiated 
after the 2010 census revealed 
population shifts.

Supporters of the ANC 6 changes 
indicate they are based on keeping 
ANCs workable, with about 2,000 
residents in each SMD. Dissenters 
respond that the first issue should 
be maintaining continuing 
effectiveness of an SMD for its 
residents. (The ANC 6B boundaries 
have been unchanged for 35 years.)

In the new plan, ANC 6C agreed to 
give up three SMDs located on its 
outskirts. In arguing for moving 17 
blocks and 1,275 residents from 6B 
to 6C, ANC 6C07 Commissioner Bill 
Crews said that “residents north of 
East Capitol are equally concerned 
about the ‘center’ of Capitol Hill…
Eastern Market gives us a sense of 
identity and community, too!” 

Task Force member Ken Jarboe 
wrote in a dissenting opinion 

that “residents on these 17 
blocks would be removed 
from direct representation on 
issues that immediately affect 
their neighborhood. Rather 
than automatically being at the 
table on decisions concerning 
items on Barracks Row and 
Pennsylvania Avenue SE, the elected 
representatives of the residents in 
the affected area will be focused on 
issues of H Street, Union Station and 
NOMA in Northwest.” 

The report was supported by task 
force members Joe Fengler (chair), 
Gene Fisher, Skip Coburn, Marge 
Francese, Rafael Marshall, Tyler 
Merkley, Cody Rice, and Antonette 
Russell. Donna Scheeder joined 
Jarboe in dissenting.

In other recommendations, the  
task force:

• Made only minor changes to the 
existing ANC 6A and no changes 
to ANC 6D.

• Created a new ANC6E composed 
of portions of ANC2C that joined 
Ward 6, as well as portions of 
the current ANC6C north of 

Massachusetts Ave and west of 
North Capitol Street.

• Put Saint Coletta School for 
Exceptional Children (which is  
in Ward 7) in 6B09, recognizing 
that many Ward 6 residents use 
the facility.

• Made Kingman Park a separate, 
stand-alone SMD in ANC6A.

• Aligned Hains Point and East 
Potomac Park with ANC6D.

Over the next several weeks, 
the Council’s redistricting 
subcommittee will review the 
ward task force reports and draft 
legislation to make the changes to 
ANC and SMD boundaries. The 
Council will hold a hearing on the 
proposed changes in November 
before voting, likely in December. 
The Council is required to act on all 
redistricting matters by the end of 
the year. 

Any changes in SMD boundaries 
would become effective January 2, 
2013.

politics Comes to our Neighborhood continued from page 9

If you’d like to receive a special “thank you” on this 
special day, Capitol Hill Village has a request of a few 
members.

Every Thanksgiving, some CHV members can’t leave 
home to share in the day’s feast with friends (most 
frequently, for health reasons.) There 
may be two households needing 
dinner, there may be four. We 
cannot predict.

Thus, we are asking that 
some Village members 
who will be enjoying 
Thanksgiving dinner in their 

own home this year also volunteer to take an extra 
serving to a stay-at-home on November 24. 

Please let the Capitol Hill Village office know if you 
are willing to participate. Then, the week before 

Thanksgiving, staff will contact you 
and tell you who would enjoy sharing 

your holiday meal from their home.

Or, if the offers out-do the needs, 
we’ll say “Thank You” for your 

willingness. Maybe the Village will 
need your kindness next year.

Turkey for Members Unable to Leave Home
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By Leo Orleans

If you have been reading 
newspapers, and watching 
or listening to news-related 

programs (and who hasn’t), you 
must have noticed that “teachers,” 
as a profession, has almost 
disappeared from the media. They 
have gradually been transformed 
into cold and unapproachable (ugh!) 
“Educators.” There is no way that 
an educator could take the place 
of all those nice and fuzzy ladies 
(and occasional gentlemen) who 
played such important roles in our 
childhood and youth!

Who can we blame for this unhappy 
permutation? The 
National Education 
Association? Did 
the teachers’ 
union decide 
that their 
membership 
was much 
more likely 
to get raises 
as educators 
rather than 
as teachers? 
Can we blame 
it all on the 
media as we are 
so often wont to do? 

Or, have universities surreptitiously 
started graduating educators rather  
than teachers?

Actually, the how and why of it 
doesn’t really matter. At this  
stage, since my own kids are well 
past school age, my concern is 
focused on my granddaughters. 
Can they possibly develop an  
often-vital sympatico relationship 
with an educator?

I think not. In the olden days, a 
kid could go up to a teacher and 
ask to be excused, “ ’cause I have 
a tummy ache.” I would assume 
that nowadays, before a child can 
gather enough courage to approach 
an educator about such a problem, 

he would have to acquire an 
advanced vocabulary, like 

“I have a gastrointestinal 
problem, ” or perhaps 
“abdominal reticulitis.” 

And a student would 
never dare tell an 
educator that his 
dog—now, more likely 
his computer—ate his 
homework. Ten lashes at 

the minimum.

Now let me level with you. 
Although I do indeed have 

concern for my grandchildren’s 

education, there was a more 
personal reason that caused me to 
contemplate this issue. I happen to 
be married to a retired high school 
teacher who was highly respected 
and loved by all (I mean ALL) her 
students. 

So, one day, as I came across an 
“educator” in the newspaper, I 
started to wonder if I, as a jobless 
college student living on $64 a 
month, ever would have asked 
an educator for a date. And if I 
managed to finagle a date,  
would I dare kiss an educator?  
I think it would be like trying to 
kiss Condi Rice without Bush’s 
official approval.

Ask or not ask, kiss or not kiss, what 
I know for sure is that I never would 
have married an educator. Instead, 
some 60 years ago (and counting) 
I married a loveable and cuddly 
lady-teacher, to whom I can raise 
my hand and ask a question without 
fear or trepidation.

[P.S. I just happened to think of 
one possible advantage of being 
married to an educator. I suspect 
that educators are not as likely to 
be invited to class reunions and I 
would not have to be embarrassed 
by my inability to distinguish the 
students from the teachers.}

RaNDoM MUSINGS:  

the potency of Words

"A teacher affects eternity; she can never 
tell where her influence stops." And so 
our footsteps will always be guided by 
the experience of her friendship.

—Excerpt from the 1964 Surratsville Senior High 
School Yearbook, dedicated to Mrs. Helen Orleans
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By Tom Daniel

The memories of the blizzards of 
2010 still are fresh for many Capitol 
Hill homeowners. Internal damage 
to homes from roof problems, 
including downspouts and gutters, 
was significant. Snow and ice 
volumes were overwhelming and, 
while the severity of the weather 
was unique in this area, it does 
serve as a reminder to Be Prepared!

Following is a homeowner’s 
checklist for your roof so snow 
can still be pretty for you in the 
upcoming winter season.

1. Gutters and downspouts should 
be cleared of all debris, including 
leaves, tree branches, dirt and mud, 
acorns and other nuts that fall from 
trees. This will enable melting 
snow and ice to flow more freely 
and help prevent “ice dams” from 
leaking water into your house. In 
addition, gutters filled with water 
in non-winter months because they 
are hung improperly or filled with 
debris are a warning sign of future 
roof failure.

2. Roof flashing is found on 
the roof around the perimeter of 
your home as well as vents, pipes, 
chimneys and skylights. High 
winds, heavy winter rains and ice 
and snow can cause flashing to 
loosen, rip and tear. If flashing is not 
inspected before the rough winter 
months, you could have a costly 
problem on your hands.

3. Stains and signs of leaks on 
ceilings and interior walls could be 
roof leaks. Take time to have all roof 
leaks repaired before the weather 
becomes severe. Accumulated snow 
and melting ice on your roof can 
greatly increase the danger to your 
home from untreated roof leaks. 
Leaks are nearly impossible to locate 

when the roof is covered with ice 
and snow.

4. The roof deck itself (the main 
roof surface) should be checked 
for any signs of deterioration, tears 
and holes. Joints should be checked 
for signs of splits or thin areas of 
roof membrane and deteriorated 
caulking or loose metalwork.

5. All loose debris should be 
removed from the roof surface itself 
to avoid future problems.

6. All penetrations on the roof 
(including those from satellite 
dishes, heat and air conditioning 
units and other structures) should 
be inspected. Any point of possible 
water or air infiltration needs 
to be checked and restored to a 
properly sealed condition to avoid 
contamination.

7. There are numerous areas on 
and around the roof, including the 
parapet or wall cap, behind the 
gutters and under the roof edges, 
where openings could allow birds, 
squirrels and other furry creatures 
into the attic space. Animal 
droppings in the attic or crawl space 

are clear signs of a problem. All 
these areas should be inspected and 
repaired as necessary. 

Being proactive to prevent potential 
problems and not reactive after 
problems have already occurred is a 
good way to protect your home and 
avoid higher future costs. 

A final word: Stay off your roof in 
the winter! You, your loved ones 
and neighbors should practice safety 
first and call roofing professionals 
to deal with your roofing problems.

[Tom Daniel of R. Thomas Daniel 
Roofing is the third generation of 
a family that’s provided roofing 
services to Capitol Hill for over 
90 years. The firm is the roofer 
recommended by Capitol Hill 
Village and Dupont Circle Village. 
Tom is a Hill resident and can 
be contacted at 202.569.1080 or 
tom@rthomasdanielroofing.com. 
The company website is www.
rthomasdanielroofing.com.

preparing Your Roof for Winter: the time is Now
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By Michael Grace

If you have occasion to travel 
by Garfield Park on a Monday 
afternoon, you may see members 

of Capitol Hill Village engaged in 
a strange looking activity. They 
are throwing steel balls at a “little 
pig”—playing pétanque.

Three or four years ago, Paul 
Cromwell offered to teach members 
of CHV to play pétanque. What 
started as lessons turned into 
a group of between six and ten 
regulars that play every Monday.

Pétanque is a form of boules where 
the goal is, while standing inside 
a starting circle with both feet on 
the ground, to throw hollow metal 
balls as close as possible to a small 
wooden ball called a cochonnet 
(literally “piglet.”) The game 
normally is played on hard dirt 
or gravel, but also can be played 
on grass, sand or other surfaces. 
Similar games are bocce and bowls.

The current form of the game 
originated in 1907 in La Ciotat, in 
Provence in southern France. The 
English and French name pétanque 
comes from la petanca in the 
Provencal dialect, meaning “feet 
together” or more exactly  
“feet anchored”.

Seventeen million Frenchmen 
and women play a casual form of 
pétanque, mostly during summer 
vacations. There are about 375,000 
players licensed with the Fédération 
Française de Pétanque et Jeu 
Provençal (FFPJP). Additionally, 
pétanque clubs have arisen in cities 
throughout the United States in 
recent years. 

The object of the game is to 
throw your balls — usually with 
somewhat of an arched back-spin — 
so that they land closer to the  
small object ball (cochonnet ) than 

touch of France Comes to Capitol Hill

those of your opponent, or strike 
and drive the object ball toward 
your other balls and away from 
your opponent’s.

We break up into teams with two or 
three on a team. One team member 
is a “pointer,” who tries to throw 
his ball as close to the cochonnet as 
possible. The team with a ball closest 
to the cochonnet has the “point.” 
Then the other team gets to throw a 
ball or “boule” to try to get closer.

Teams also have a “shooter.” 
Sometimes, that player will try 
to throw his ball and knock an 
opponent’s ball away from the 
cochonnet. Each side gets six balls to 
throw. After all have been thrown, 
the score for that round is totaled. 

Only the team with a ball closest to 
the cochonnet scores any points. The 
first team to score 13 points wins. 

If you would be interested in 
coming out to learn how to play, 
just come over to Garfield Park 
(3rd Street & South Carolina 
Avenue SE) on Mondays at 4 pm, 
or give the Village a call to be put 
in touch with the right people. No 
experience is necessary, as Paul 
Cromwell has taught most of us 
Village players. The game is easy to 
learn and a lot of fun.

Ann Grace lining up a shot with Gary 
Peterson and Kathi Smith in the 
background

Top: the pétanque courts in Garfield Park. 
Above: Anne Kraemer throwing for a point 
as Phil Smith looks on.
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CHV at the Barrack's Row Fall Festival

Capitol Hill Village member Karl Schwengel lent CHV his two old-time autos to draw attendees to the CHV 
information booth at the Barrack's Row Festival on Sept. 24. (L-R) Karen Stuck, Marianne O'Brien, Rudy Hirsch and 
Blanch Hirsch were among the Capitol Hill Village members who manned the booth.
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 continued on page 16

tuesday, November 15 • 6:00-7:30 pm
Private home

Literary Club: Unbroken
The CHV Literary Club 
book for November is 
Laura Hillenbrand’s non-
fiction biography, Unbroken. 
Hillenbrand, who lives in the 
DC area, is best known as 
author of the hugely popular 
Seabiscuit. Unbroken, published 
in 2010, also has been success, 
and still is on The New York 
Times bestseller list. Unbroken 
tells the true, extraordinary 
story of Louis Zamperini, an 

airman (and Olympic runner) who was shot down 
with his pilot in the Pacific in 1943. After traveling 
2000 miles for 7 weeks on a rubber raft, Zamperini 
ended up in a Japanese prisoner of war camp where he 
faced starvation, humiliation and torture. Hillenbrand 
tracked Zamperini down when he was in his 80’s and 
interviewed him more than 70 times. A gripping story 
told with both restraint and intelligence, Unbroken is a 
book most readers can’t put down. Please call the office 
to sign up and learn the address.

Members and volunteers

Friday, November 18 • 6:30 pm
107 D Street NE

Dinner at The Monocle
A Capitol Hill landmark, the Monocle has been in 
business for over 50 years. We again are being offered 
a 3-course “tasting menu” dinner for $25. This price, 
which includes taxes and gratuities, provides choices 
between two appetizers, an entree of fish or beef, and 
two desserts. It does not include the cost of wine, beer, 
or coffee. CASH ONLY. For ease of conversation, there 
will be no more than six diners at a table. This is a great 
opportunity for you to meet other CHV members and 
to introduce potential members to the social benefits of 
belonging to the Village.

You must place reservations with the Village office 
(543-1778) by noon on Wednesday, November 16th, 
as this is BY RESERVATION ONLY. The restaurant is 

Upcoming Events continued from page 1

Wednesday, November 9 • 11:00 am
Kaiser Permanente Building, 2nd and G Street NE

Rheumatology Presentation
Joint health is an important health issue for individuals 
of all ages, and an area of health care that has made 
much progress of the last several decades. Please join 
us for a discussion with a rheumatologist from Kaiser 
Permanente on preventative joint health and how to 
respond appropriately to challenges when they arise. 

Members and guests

thursday, November 10 • 5:00 pm
Private home

opera Interest Group
The second meeting of the Opera Interest Group will 
take place at the home of a Mike and Judy Canning. We 
will hear a brief description of the plot and history of 
Donizetti’s Lucia di Lammermoor, the second Washington 
National Opera presentation of the current season. We 
welcome long-time opera lovers and those who are just 
curious to learn more.

To join this gathering and find out the address, please 
call the CHV office to sign up.

Members and volunteers

Friday, November 11 • Starting at 9:00 am
Your home

Book Donation Monthly Pickup
Friends of the SE Library will be picking up donations 
of used books, records, music and movie CDs and DVDs 
from Capitol Hill Village members’ front porches. The 
items will be included in the monthly used-book sale 
Saturday, November 12 (10 am to 3 pm), in the basement 
of the library at 7th Street SE, just off Pennsylvania 
Avenue. Sign up by noon, Thursday, November 10.

Members only

Please RSVP to all events, and let the CHV 
office know if you need a ride, by calling 
202.543.1778 during regular office hours or  
by e-mailing info@capitolhillvillage.org
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thursday, November 24 • 4:00 pm
Diane Brockett’s home

Thanksgiving Potluck – Stuffed Turkey 
Will Be awaiting
Thanksgiving is a day for sharing with family and friends. 
If family plans are not on the calendar, join with your 
Capitol Hill Village friends for conversation before two 
gentle fireplaces and a heavily laden, inviting table—
centered with a baked turkey filled with oyster stuffing. 
The dinner will be November’s “potluck” gathering, but 
this just means guests bring their special holiday dishes 
for all to enjoy. Family memories can enhance the air, 
such as talk of great-grandmother’s special pie, grandpop 
sharing his first-try pickled carrots, and your mother 
proudly being proclaimed the official sweet potato cook.

Village members, volunteers and their friends are invited to gather about 4:00 pm at 325 South Carolina Avenue 
SE. There are several front steps at the house, but it also can be entered with no steps from the rear garden. 
We’ll ensure seats for all, but tables plus other arrangements will depend on numbers of friends gathering. As 
promised, a turkey and oyster stuffing will be baked, plus a Brockett family favorite strawberry jell-o salad will 
join them on the table. Guests, please bring a family specialty such as sweet or mashed potatoes, a green salad, 
other vegetable, a non-oyster dressing, roll, dessert or appetizer dish. Apple cider and wine would be welcome 
alternatives.

Please RSVP by calling 202.543.1778 or e-mail info@capitolhillvillage.org to let us know you will join 
friends for dinner, what you will bring, and if you will need a ride.

handicapped accessible, although restrooms are up one 
flight of stairs. If you reserve and cannot attend, please 
call the office to cancel.

Members, potential members, and volunteers (Limit of 30)

Friday, November 18 • 12:30-1:30 pm
Southeast Neighborhood Library, 7th and D Streets 
SE. Ramp on D Street

Balance Class
Join other members in this monthly balance class, which 
will help you recognize that strength and agility are 
the best defenses against falls. Practice skills that will 
keep you on your feet. The class is taught by a physical 
therapist volunteering from Physiotherapy Associates.

Please RSVP to CHV office by November 16.

Members only

Upcoming Events continued from page 15

Continuing CHV Events 
NoTE: You	do	NOT	need	to	RSVP	for	continuing	events.

Every Monday 4:00 pm
Garfield Park, South Carolina Ave. at 2nd St. SE

Petanque Open to all

Wednesdays at 6:00 pm
Townhomes Community Center, 6th & I Sts SE

Yoga for Members and volunteers

tuesdays and thursdays 10:00 am
Capitol Hill Presbyterian Church, 4th Street and 
Independence Avenue SE

Qigong for Members only


