
By Karen Stuck

The fall day on October 
3 was picture-perfect 
as Capitol Hill Village 

celebrated Harvest Fest 2009. 
This was the second anniversary 
party for CHV, a gathering at 
Townhomes of Capitol Hill to 
honor members and volunteers.

Board President Mary Procter 
welcomed guests and reviewed 
the organization’s accomplish-
ments: over 200 individual 
members; over 150 volunteers;  
200 services provided each month, 
three-fourths by volunteers. 

IN THIS ISSUE: 

2 Jerry Kearns Shares Personal 
American-Indian Jewelry Collection 

3 Message from Gail Kohn
6 No Membership Dues Increase
8 An Unsolicited Bonus
10 Membership Discount For Veterans
11 Mike Neuman — CHV Volunteer of 

the Year
12 Fine Turkey Is Awaiting, So Join 

Your Friends for Thanksgiving
12 “Dig in Your Heels” 
13 Are You a Policy Wonk?
17 November Calendar

NEWS

The Sun Shined on CHV’s Second  
Anniversary Harvest Fest

November 2009

Upcoming Events and Programs

(continued on page 13)

(continued on page 4)

Friday, October 30  Beginning at 9:00 am, Your Home

Hazmat Pickup
This is the periodic pickup day for hazardous materials and personal 
papers at CHV members’ homes that need to be delivered to the District’s 
safe disposal site. Personal papers (such as no-longer needed medical 
records or financial files) will be shredded at the drop-off site, viewed by 
the CHV delivery team to insure they are destroyed.

Hazardous wastes for pickup include paint, house cleaners, batteries, old 
medicines, televisions, video equipment, and others not accepted in weekly 
home trash pickup. For full list of accepted wastes, see the DC Hazardous 
Wastes web site. Call 202-543-1778 or e-mail info@capitolhillvllage.org by 
october 29 to request a pickup or volunteer to assist with the drive.

http://dpw.dc.gov/dpw/cwp/view,a,1200,q,575095.asp
http://dpw.dc.gov/dpw/cwp/view,a,1200,q,575095.asp
mailto:info@capitolhillvllage.org
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By Diane Brockett

Capitol Hill Village member 
Jerry Kearns — today 
owner of a museum-level 

collection of American-Indian 
crafted jewelry — earned his first 
piece of Indian silver work in the 
sixth grade.

Born in New Mexico, and spend-
ing many of his growing-up years 
in Tulsa, Oklahoma, Jerry received 
from his sixth grade teacher her 
hardest-working “knights and 
ladies” award — given to those 
doing homework, developing 
good penmanship and being ear-
nest learners — a small silver ring. 

His silver ring was lost in the 
many intervening years, but Jerry 
soon began collecting jewelry-art 
pieces of various Indian tribes as 
he also learned their histories. 

This fall, Jerry shared his seem-
ingly store-size collection of 
American-Indian pieces during a 
talk to CHV members — bracelets 
in a long row, necklace upon 
necklace, boxes of rings (some 
gold, some silver, some showing 
turquoise and others showing 

(continued on page 7)

Jerry Kearns Shares Personal American-Indian 
Jewelry Collection

Photos by Rosa D. Wiener
Jerry shared a photo of himself, wearing 
two pieces of his collection, that leads a 
chapter in a 1980 book, Treasures of the 
Library of Congress. He is not identified 
in the book.

grander stones), heavy silver and 
turquoise bolas, and an easy-to-
remember neck piece of silver 
and turquoise that he wore at last 
January’s Capitol Hill Village Gala.

He once asked an Acoma 
Pueblo Indian artist/friend to 
make him a unique tie, using 
a branch of red coral Jerry 
purchased in New York.

Indian Corn 
The centerpiece on the collection-
flowing table display at his talk 
was a grand ear of Indian corn, 
made of turquoise and other 
stones. Jerry also identified jew-
elry worn to the session by other 
CHV members, as created by a 
Navaho or a Hopi, a Zuni or a 
Pueblo Indian artist.

“I enjoyed playing Indian as a 
child,” Jerry recalled. In Tulsa, 
he lived only three blocks from 
the Wolf Robe Trading Post along 
Route 66, and could watch the 
Acoma native “make silver” on a 
roll top desk. 

During his talk, Jerry Kearns 
explained the history of Navajos 

and turquoise-silver jewelry, which 
was a surprise to many listeners.

The memorable turquoise and 
silver pieces that make one think 
of the South West are the work of 
Southwestern American-Indians. 
But they are not part of early 
American-Indian history prior 
to the arrival of white men (and 
women). “They are very contempo-
rary,” he said. The Native-American 
metal smiths did not make much 
jewelry until the 1870s.

Atsidi Sani, known as Old Smith, 
is believed to be the first Navajo 
silversmith. He learned the 
blacksmith trade about 1850 from 
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At the age of two — thanks 
to you — Capitol Hill 
Village is a well-respected 

organization in our neighborhood 
and elsewhere.

National recognition For 
volunteer First
Just recently Capitol Hill Village 
leaders were featured at a 
national conference on villages 
here in Washington, DC. There 
are over 100 village wannabes 
across the country. Thirty or so 
have launched. 

The Village to Village (VtV) 
Network works to share informa-
tion among participants in the 
growing village movement, orga-
nizations founded to help their 
members stay in their homes and 
their neighborhoods.

Capitol Hill Village has been 
around longer than most and is 
viewed as a model to emulate 
because we call volunteers first 
to perform services for members, 
before turning to vetted vendors. 

We have over 150 volunteers who 
want to be part of an organization 

that facilitates friendships and 
keeps members’ expenses down.

organizational Snapshot
Here is a demonstration 
of our progress from our 
launch in October 2007 to 
October 2009. We have made 
commendable progress.

Membership Plus is the Capitol 
Hill Village program for low-
income members. Individuals 

Capitol Hill village News  
is sent to you every month 
to catch you up on what’s 
happening, alert you to 
who’s who and ask your 
participation in other 
features. We are interested 
in your feedback. 

To reach us: 

Phone: 202-543-1778

E-mail:  
info@capitolhillvillage.org

Internet: 
www.capitolhillvillage.org

Mail: PO Box 15126, 
Washington, DC 20003

To unsubscribe, please send 
a message to unsubscribe@
capitolhillvillage.org

For membership 
information, please go to 
www.capitolhillvillage.org  
and click on "Become a 
Member"

Capitol Hill village Leaders

Mary Procter, President of  
the Board

Gail Kohn, Executive Director

Katie McDonough, Community 
& Social Services Director

Capitol Hill village  
News Team

Editor: Diane Brockett

Activities Coordinator:  
Judy Canning

Designer: Roxanne Walker

Photographer: Norm Metzger

Copy Editor: Jim Hardin

From The Executive Director…

CHV SNapSHoT oct 2007 oct 2009

Memberships 84 218

Volunteers 50 150

Staff (in full-time equivalents, # of paid 
hours divided by 40)

0.8 1.925

Percent of expenses covered by dues 32% 54%

Percent of memberships subsidized by 
the DC Government and other restricted 
donations (including donations and grants)

(The Membership 
Plus program was 
established in 
November 2007.)

14%

Percent of expenses covered by dues plus 
funded subsidized memberships

32% 67%

(continued on page 6)
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Katie McDonough, and Kathy 
Washburn was awarded the third 
prize. Contest judges were Mike 
Canning, Kathryn Powers, and 
Zorita Simunek. 

In addition to sampling des-
serts, which were arrayed on a 
32-foot table, guests decorated 
pumpkins, made bird feeders 
from pinecones, and sampled 
apples. As they left, each filled 
up their new, reusable black CHV 
bag with apples provided by the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 
Research Service.

Capitol Hill businesses that 
donated funding for the Fest were 
Market Lunch, Paik Produce, 

(continued on page 5)

“Capitol Hill Village has become 
known nationally as a model 
for how volunteers can make an 
organization work.”

Driving and transportation is 
the CHV service most frequently 
requested by members, she said. 
“And our transportation services 
create ties between people. At  
our board retreat, people talked 
about what they have learned 
from the people they have 
driven… fascinating life stories 
[were] revealed.”

Procter announced that Michael 
Neuman is the 2009 Geoff Lewis 
Volunteer of the Year, describing 
Neuman as “one of our most 
popular drivers who doesn’t  
turn anyone down.” She said 
Neuman also has provided criti-
cal assistance to CHV in writing 
grant proposals.

Also honored were the win-
ners of the dessert contest. First 
place among a dozen entries, 
with an apple/cranberry/raisin 
pie, went to Pam Causer, whose 
baking prowess previously was 
displayed as a junior Pillsbury 
Bakeoff winner in Massachusetts. 
Second prize in the Harvest 
Fest competition went to 

Harvest Fest continued from page 1

Top left: Mike Canning decorates a 
pumpkin.
Top: CHV President Mary Procter and 
Year’s Volunteer Mike Neuman
Above: Delia Neuman 
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continued from page 4

Karl Schwengel
In addition to mingling and 
sampling desserts, Harvest Fest 
guests talked to fellow CHV 
member Karl Schwengel about 
his 1923 Model T Ford delivery 
truck. It sat at the entrance to the 
party, serving as the backdrop 
for the baskets of apples from 
USDA. Guests could sample 
Red Delicious, Empire and Gala 
apples, and help themselves to 
the plentiful supply.

Karl, a Capitol Hill resident since 
1969, bought the Model T for his 
70th birthday and restored it. 
Now, he likes to drive it around 
Capitol Hill and in the Hill’s 
Fourth of July Parade. He esti-
mates its top speed would be 45 
miles-per-hour, “but I wouldn’t 
go over 35.” When people stop 
by to admire it, he reminds 
them, “It’s not for sale.”

Although he shares a last name 
with former Iowa Congressman 
Fred Schwengel, a noted Capitol 

historian, he said they are not 
related. However, his father, 
Frederic Charles Schwengel, 
did have a hand in early design 
at the Detroit Ford factory. 
Enlisting in the U.S. army in 
1917, he was sent to Detroit 
because he was a body engineer: 
they needed someone to design 
Model T ambulance bodies. 

Mr. Ford gave the elder 
Schwengel the honor of being 
the first person to try out the 
new ambulance (as a test case, 
not as a patient!) The junior 
found photos of the Ford ambu-
lance in his parent’s attic over 65 
years ago.

Bowers Fancy Dairy Products, 
Cava, Harris Teeter, Market 
Poultry, Blue Iris Flowers, Canales 
Delicatessen and Quality Meats, 
Eastern Market Grocery, Frager's 
Hardware, Southern Maryland 
Seafood Company, Trattoria 
Alberto Restaurant, Café Berlin, 
Montmartre, and Jordan’s.

Harvest photos by Norman Metzger.
Right: Best Dessert Cooks were, from 
left, Kathy Washburn, Pam Causer, 
and Katie McDonough. Pam's winning 
Cranberry-Apple Pie with Raisins is 
pictured.
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with annual income of $40,000 
or less pay dues of $100 a year 
and receive $250 worth of service 
credits for home and/or personal 
services. Households of two or 
more with income of $50,000 or 
less pay $200 a year and have 
available $375 in service credits.

Capitol Hill Village delivered 
over 200 services last month, with 
transportation and home assis-
tance most frequently requested. 
Over 75 percent were fulfilled 
by volunteers. Fewer than 50 
requests were completed by 
vetted vendors, mostly associated 
with home maintenance.

member Satisfaction

Kudos to Capitol Hill Village 
member and volunteer Kathy 
Hardy for providing survey 
research on member satisfaction. 
This is the second year she has 
written and administered the 
survey. A longer report on the 

results will be available soon. 
Nearly three-quarters of the mem-
berships participated.

A majority of members who com-
pleted the survey are between the 
ages of 65 and 74. 

Most respondents interacted with 
the Village in a number of ways: 

• One-half perform volunteer 
work for CHV and 20 percent of 
all respondents perform volun-
teer work weekly. 

• Almost one-third attend CHV 
planned activities and events 
every few months and about 
one in six attend events at least 
monthly. Twenty-three percent 
have not attended.

• Ten percent visit the website at 
least weekly, 16 percent visit two 
or three times a month and 22 
percent visit the site monthly. 

• More than one half (56 percent) 
read every issue of the CHV 
newsletter. Only 6 percent say 
they never read the newsletter. 

• Four out of five who partici-
pated have used a CHV service 
in the past 12 months. Forty-
three percent have used a vetted 
vendor service, followed by 26 
percent who have used volun-
teer-provided transportation. 

• Almost all say they would 
recommend membership 
to others. Some 76 percent 
definitely would recommend 
and another 16 percent probably 
would recommend. 

Capitol Hill village 
membership: When?

There are hundreds who say, “I 
am going to join soon.” Are you 
one of them? 

Please make joining a priority. 
Think of membership as insur-
ance for the future — and a whole 
new realm of activities for right 
now. It is true; you can wait until 
a crisis, then join. But is that fair 
to others who are paying dues 
year after year? It takes a village 
to keep a village viable and avail-
able when you and others you 
love need it. 

 — Gail Kohn

Executive Director continued from page 3

No Membership Dues Increase 

Each year, the Capitol Hill Village Board of Directors carries 
out its fiduciary responsibilities by budgeting for the year 
ahead and examining future forecasts. Now and in future 

years, membership dues are the primary source of revenue. 
Our long-term goal is to have dues cover most of the costs of 
membership. (Funds for subsidized memberships always are 
covered by donations.)

The downturn in the economy and its impact on members is the 
reason membership dues will not increase in the coming year. For 
those with stocks and bonds, income from investments has been 
lower than in the past, and Social Security recipients will not see a 
cost-of-living increase in 2010. 

Consequently, Capitol Hill Village membership dues in 2010 will 
stay at their 2009 level of $530 for individual members and $800 
for household memberships. 

plans for Year-end Giving

Is Capitol Hill Village in your year-
end giving plan? We hope so. You 
will receive a letter, soon, asking 
for your support. Please respond. 

At two years old, Capitol Hill 
Village has become a viable, 
valued resource. Invest in your 
future. Help this organization to 
be here when you need expertise 
and reliable sources of service 
to stay in your home in this 
neighborhood that you love.
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Mexicans, then dabbled in silver 
in the early 1860s, taught his four 
sons to work in silver, and they 
taught others.

It is unknown who added tur-
quoise to silver, but it began to 
appear in jewelry pieces about 
1880. By 1900, the turquoise-silver 
jewelry pieces were a popular 
Navajo item.

Each of the four major tribes in 
the Southwest developed their 
own styles. And, with the arrival 
of the railroad going to California, 
the tribes learned they could earn 
a living with their artistic talents. 
Many began working for jewelry 
factories, run by white men who 
established trading posts along 
Route 66.

The "reservation"
Plastic “turquoise” and other 
rich-looking phony stones became 
common, Jerry continued. “The 
Japanese even named a factory 
town ‘Reservation’ so they could 
tag plastic turquoise jewelry 
‘made on the reservation.’”

He also told of various “fake” 
pieces in his own collection, two 
purchased at Arlington sales, at 
least one unknowingly.

Jerry earned a Bachelor's degree 
with a teaching certificate of art 
at Oklahoma Baptist University, 
then taught there for two years 
while earning a Masters in 
Art Education at Oklahoma 
University. Drafted into the Navy 
during the Korean War, he served 
as a draftsman at the Naval 
Intelligence Unit in Hawaii. 

Based in Honolulu, he also was 
active in a musical theater there. 
“With the war winding down, I 
was released six months early,” 
and decided theater was his 

world. Jerry earned a Master’s 
degree in drama from Baylor 
University, and was hired as a 
designer, actor and assistant direc-
tor for the Tulsa Little Theatre.

Leland Eugene Moore (Gene) was 
a childhood friend who became 
his mate, and today is also a 
CHV member. Gene established 
a Naval Intelligence Unit in 
Tulsa and worked for financier 
Raymond Kravis, using his 
degree in geology related to oil 
wells. After work, Gene assisted 
Jerry with stage building. Jerry 
tried the stage in New York, and 
in 1964 moved to Washington, 
DC, where Gene worked at the 
Internal Revenue Service, special-
izing in taxes on oil companies. 
This about-turn professionally 
never made Gene uncomfortable, 
Jerry adds with a smile.

Jerry’s first job in DC was with the 
National Gallery of Art, and then, 
in 1967, he moved to the Library of 
Congress Prints and Photograph 
Division. He served as head of 
reference, retiring in 1991. Much 
had to be done there, because the 
wealth of history on photos had to 
be preserved and then copied on 
to computer, before the public had 
access to them.

Noted Photographer
Among the photo stacks to save, 
Jerry organized the copyright 
deposit images of Edward S. 
Curtis, the most noted photogra-
pher of American Indians.

Gene and Jerry have returned to 
Tulsa periodically to visit family. 
Each time, Jerry carried a piece of 
choral or something else to  
ask Wolf Robe to use in another 
piece for the Kearn’s collection. 
(The “collection” also was his 
everyday wear.) 

Jerry also became active with 
theaters in the District, includ-
ing the Washington Light Opera 
Company and a dinner theatre 
group. Today, he is painting scen-
ery for a new theater at Tyson’s 
Corner – First Stage.

After two trips to Japan, the 
couple purchased three acres of 
woods by Breezy Point Beach 
on Chesapeake Bay, and built a 
Japanese-style house, complete 
with a few grass mats, and several 
sliding glass doors “to let the 
outdoors in.” To cover some of the 
glass walls, Jerry painted thirteen 
feet of solid-wood sliding doors 
to resemble a wall-size Oriental 
screen. “This provides privacy 
and more security, as well as 
insulation.” Also, he says, their 
“necessary bath was designed to 
appear as an interior garden.”

Jerry is a regular volunteer  
driver among Capitol Hill  
Village members.

He also is discussing with the 
Smithsonian Institution whether 
to offer them some of his 
American-Indian collection.

Jerry Kearns continued from page 2
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By Leo Orleans

On August 20, 2009, my 
wife and I took off on 
another cruise, this one 

entitled “Scandinavia, the Baltics 
and St. Petersburg.” The excuse 
was our 60th anniversary — these 
days a relatively rare event, I am 
told. Our ship (SS Rotterdam) 
was beautiful, the weather varied 
as it was supposed to be, the 
food fantastic, the entertainment 
plentiful and entertaining, our 
fellow passengers diverse and 
interesting. In other words, the 
trip was all we could expect. 

After two days in Amsterdam, a 
day at sea, a morning in Oslo and 
lunch, we came back to the cabin 
and I decided to call a couple 
we had met who were potential 

(continued on page 9)

Sixty Years —An Unsolicited Bonus

I was uncharacteristically vocal, trying to 
assure anyone in earshot that I felt well and 
should not be kicked off the ship.

bridge players — something that 
would add a cherry to our (my, 
to tell the truth) vacation. As I 
started to pick up the phone, I had 
a strange feeling in my chest that 
quickly became a pain moving 
down my arm and spreading 
throughout my body. If I had not 
been standing by the bed, I surely 
would have found myself on the 
floor. I called Dink (my wife, in 
case you don’t know us), she ran 
in, looked at me, saw my pain, 
heard my usual “Don’t call!” and, 
before I said, “Call,” she was on 
the phone. 

The nurse and other ship staff 
appeared at the door with a 
wheelchair to take me to the ship’s 
health facility, where they per-
formed all appropriate tests and 
informed me that, since the ship 

was scheduled to sail at 4:00, the 
doctor would be aboard shortly. 
In the meantime, my pain started 
to recede and I started wonder-
ing why we had made the phone 
call. Sure enough, Dr. Stevenson, 
who happened to be a very nice 
guy, did show up, talked to the 
nurse, looked at the tests, talked 
to me, spoke to the nurse again, 
and returned with his verdict: the 
incident probably did relate to the 
heart, but he did not think it was 
anything serious or likely to recur, 
and if I signed a release, I should 
be able to remain on the ship. 

The Captain Speaks

My sigh of relief was momentary. 
The nurse retuned to tell us that 
she had received a call from 
“upstairs” that the captain wanted 
me to disembark immediately 
— a message that quickly was 
confirmed by an announcement 
that the vessel would depart as 
soon as a passenger requiring 
medical attention was evacuated. 
Through this whole process, I was 
uncharacteristically vocal, trying 
to assure anyone in earshot that I 
felt well and should not be kicked 
off the ship. 

Getting me ready to depart 
required no effort, but Dink, 
already in tears, was escorted by 
3 crew members to our cabin and 
painfully had to watch the process 
of pulling out our two pieces of 
luggage and randomly stuffing 
them with all our clothes, shoes, 
toiletries, and whatever else was 
unattached. By the time I was 
rolled off the ship into the waiting 
ambulance, all the decks filled 
with curious passengers eager 
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to observe the event. Soon, Dink 
was led out and placed next to the 
driver, the siren was turned on, 
and off we went to Ullevat univer-
sitetssykehusi — a first-rate Oslo 
hospital attended by competent 
and considerate medical person-
nel. (Only after I cooled off did I 
admit that the captain really had 
no option.) 

Code Yellow

As soon as I was rolled into the 
hospital, we realized that we 
seemed to represent some sort of 
threat. Apparently, because of con-
cern about staph infection, the law 
stipulated that all foreigners had to 
be isolated, tested, and seen only 
by personnel who were covered 
from head to foot in disposable 
(but “significant”) yellow gowns, 
hats, and masks. After some three 
hours of tests and questions — 
and yes, isolation — I was moved 
upstairs! Our belief that we, some-
how, were being upgraded was 
quickly expunged. The sign on 
the door said “Isolation” and we 
entered a 12x14 foot cell with white 
bare walls, no window, one bed, 
one straight chair, and one little 
side table. 

About 9:00 pm, we were given 
a light snack and the question 
came up as to where my poor 
wife could spend the night. 
Fortunately, we were told, the 
hospital has an affiliation with a 
nearby hotel. Unfortunately, word 
came that there were no vacancies. 
And so, with some maneuvering, 
they managed to squeeze another 
hospital bed into our roomette, at 
our request provided us with two 
sleeping pills, and we were set for 

the night — only interrupted by 
my long midnight ride for a CT 
scan. Since the hotel was a consid-
erable walk from the hospital and 
since we still had no idea where 
our luggage might be, this turned 
out to be the best solution. 

The next morning, we still were 
attended by “yellow” people who 
told us that everything seemed 
normal and that I should be 
released from the hospital in a 
few hours. In fact, it was almost 
3:00 pm when a doctor, wearing a 
white coat (!), came by and handed 

me a written report confirming 
my good health, so to speak. And 
guess what she said when I asked 
about the charge? “In Norway, we 
don’t charge for medical care.” 

You must be kidding! 

Cruise lines, apparently, have a 
contract with European Cruise 
Service, which has a representa-
tive in all ports-of-call to handle 
unexpected passenger problems. 
In Oslo, his name was Erik. He 
brought our suitcases to the hos-
pital the next morning, told me to 
call him after I was discharged, 
and gave me the name of a hotel 
where we might spend our second 
night. A taxi drove us to Hotel 
Bristol, which did have a vacancy. 
After converting the overnight tab 
from euros to dollars, the nattily 

dressed clerk informed us that 
it would be $450! Even though I 
muttered, “you must be kidding”, 
he did suggest a “cheaper” hotel 
just a few blocks away. 

So, we dragged our suitcases 
(packed for 18 days) to the nearby 
alternative. Nice lady apologized 
that there were no vacancies but 
called a sister hotel that was “very 
close” and had a vacancy. Out on 
the street again, we dragged our 
stuff a few more difficult blocks 
and finally got ourselves a room. 
(As an aside, it was a decent 

looking building with accom-
modations that reminded me of 
some motels we stopped in while 
driving across the southwest in 
the 1950s.) 

My first step, of course, was to 
have the hotel Fax my clean bill-
of-health document to Erik so 
that he immediately could re-fax 
it to the ship. Dink and I rested, 
had a very nice dinner at a New 
Orleans Restaurant (Norwegian 
Cajun) and, upon return, received 
a call from Erik. He reported that 
my medical document had been 
received at SS Rotterdam, that he 
had followed up with several calls, 
never received any decision as to 
our future, and said that he had 
done all he could. Ciao. 

Guess what she said when I asked about  
the charge? “In Norway, we don’t charge 
for medical care.”

An Unsolicited Bonus continued from page 8

(continued on page 10)
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Latania comes through 
Although it was after 8:00 pm in 
Oslo, fortunately, it was only after 
2:00 pm in Boston where I called 
Grand Circle, headquarters of 
our trusty travel people. After the 
normal “pass around,” I was put 
in touch with a very nice and most 
competent lady, Latania Ramirez 
who, in the process of trying to 
get us back on the ship, remained 
in the office well past her quitting 
time. I was on the phone with 
Latania at least 5 times, includ-
ing a telecon with someone from 
Tripmate, the insurance people. 
Finally, at 1:00 am Oslo time, I 
was able to run down to pick up 
our e-tickets to Berlin from the 
hotel clerk. For someone my age, it 
was magic. The next morning, we 
took a taxi to Oslo airport, flew to 
Berlin, were picked up by a driver 
who, after a three-plus hour drive, 
delivered us to our ship docked in 
Warnemunde, Germany. 

Apparently, passengers taken off 
the ship for medical reasons hardly 
ever return. As word spread, I 

became a kind of celebrity. “How 
do you feel?” was a standard 
greeting for the remainder of the 
trip. As luck would have it, we got 
back in time for the most impor-
tant part of the trip: Tallinn, St. 
Petersburg, Helsinki, Stockholm, 
and Copenhagen, and therefore 
managed to enjoy immensely our 
cruise and our friends. 

And here is a postscript, just in 
case you are searching for some-
thing to take away from this long 
yarn: 1) When cruising, don’t 
advertise any pains you might 
be experiencing; 2) Be sure to get 
travel insurance; and 3) Consider 
any unexpected, freakish or novel 
experience in a foreign country as 
a bonus.

Membership Discount For Veterans

Capitol Hill Village 
has received a 
$3,900 donation to 

support CHV memberships 
for military veterans.

CHV will offer discounts to new 
and renewing members who 
are veterans. The fee for new or 
renewing individual member-
ships for veterans is $330 (a 
discount of $200). The fee for 
households with a veteran is $500 
(a discount of $300). 

Low-income veterans, those 
individuals whose incomes are 
$40,000 or less (households with 
incomes of $50,000 or less) can 

join at no fee. The regular CHV 
low-income membership fee is 
$100 for individuals and $200  
for households.

The discount will be available  
as long as the donated funds  
are available.

Adding to this fund may appeal 
to you. Please contact Gail 
Kohn (202-543-1778 or gkohn@
capitolhillvillage.org) if you are 
interested or know of an organi-
zation that would like to support 
Capitol Hill Village memberships 
for those who were or are part of 
the military.

An Unsolicited Bonus continued from page 9
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By Robert Guttman

Universities, typically, 
have faculties of Arts 
and Sciences, and 

that is where Mike Neuman 
found a home. He has a Ph.D. 
in English literature, which he 
taught for many years at Capital 
University in Ohio. There, he 
also became its first director 
of Academic Computing. He 
followed that appointment with 
a twenty-year tenure in what is 
now Georgetown’s University 
Information Services.

Whence this combination of the 
arts and sciences, of English liter-
ature and computer skills? In the 
early 1980s, Mike was trying to 
help students improve the quality 
of their writing and realized that 
knowledge of word processing, 
only recently becoming generally 
available, could “lift the burden 
of revision” required for good 
writing. Remember corrections 
on a typed paper! 

From that modest beginning, 
Mike moved into such esoteric 
issues as digitizing scholarly 
works so that they could be ana-
lyzed by computer searches of the 

text. Now, we not only can ask, 
but also answer, the question: 
“When Hegel wrote of the Owl of 
Minerva, was that the only time 
he used that metaphor?”

Mike and his wife Delia’s aca-
demic careers started in the 
Midwest: they moved to DC to be 
nearer their ailing parents. Mike 
retired from academia on April 
1, 2008 — April Fool’s Day for the 
rest of us, but Wisdom Day for 
Mike. Delia continues teaching at 
Drexel University in Philadelphia, 
giving her, in Mike’s words, “an 
easy two-hour train commute.”

While working, his job consumed 
all his time; retirement has 
given him the opportunity to 
branch out into other worthwhile 
activities. And Mike has taken 
advantage of that opportunity in, 
as one would expect, a most orga-
nized way: First, he is a docent 
at the Folger Library, where 
he combines his knowledge of 
literature with his computer 
skills by volunteering to be a 
“beta tester” — translated as first 
level reviewer — of the digitized 
version of the various quarto ver-
sions of Hamlet. 

Second, he participates in the 
social justice activities of St. Peter’s 
Church, both by helping to feed 
the homeless and by chairing the 
committee exploring new social 
justice ventures for the church. 

Finally, he volunteers for CHV 
— and he does that so effec-
tively that he has earned the 
title, “Volunteer of the Year.” 
Congratulations!

Mike Neuman — CHV Volunteer of the Year

Vote for Your Local Favorites —  
Including Capitol Hill Village!
Capitol Hill Village has been nominated to receive a first annual Hilly Award from 
CHAMPS, Capitol Hill’s Chamber of Commerce.

Voting continues through November 1. The awards will be presented on November 20, 2009 in 
the North Hall at Eastern Market at 8 p.m. Go to www.champsdc.org, hit the contest bar, 
and you can vote for four awards. CHv is among those nominated for Service Provider. 
Other nominee sections to vote for are Eatery, Retailer, and Best New Business. 
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Thanksgiving is a time to share — a time 
to share good thoughts with family and 
friends, to share an inviting and heavily 

laden table, and maybe even to watch a little 
football (an upstairs viewing room is available.)

This year, why not enjoy a roasted turkey and 
blazing fireplace with some of your fellow Capitol 
Hill Village members? And, note, the invite is for 
all Village members, singles and couples.

November’s “potluck” gathering will be a 
Thanksgiving Dinner at the home of Diane 
Brockett. She will prepare a turkey, stuffed with 
oyster dressing. Other CHV members can bring 
their favorite Thanksgiving dish, whatever it 
is that ensures a Happy Thanksgiving for you, 
complete with personal memories. Apple cider or 
wine would be good alternatives if no potato, or 
vegetable, or non-oyster (maybe corn) dressing, or 
salad or roll or dessert or appetizer dish rises up 
from your memories.

Village diners will be asked to gather about 4:00 
pm, dinner maybe 5:30. We’ll ensure seats for 
eating, but tables plus other arrangements will 
depend on numbers of friends arriving.

If anyone plays a guitar or violin or other movable 
musical instrument on which they want to per-
form and to share, bring it along. Or how about 
bringing a poem to read to friends? Regardless, be 
assured that music will be there to enjoy, plus two 
lighted, but not roaring, fireplaces. 

So, if your calendar is not already set for 
Thanksgiving Day, please let us know if you will 
join other Capitol Hill Village friends for dinner.

Call 202-543-1778 or e-mail info@capitolhillvillage.
org to let us know you will join friends for dinner 
and what you will bring.

Fine Turkey Is Awaiting, So Join Your Friends

“Dig in Your Heels” for the Youth Garden

Capitol Hill’s neighbor, the National 
Arboretum, will be the site of a 5k race and 
a family 1-mile run/walk race on Sunday 

morning, Nov. 1. The latter race around the historic 
Capitol Columns is for families with children, 
strollers, and dogs, and everyone else who wants  
to participate.

Friends of the National Arboretum and Girls on the 
Run – DC are sponsoring the “Dig in Your Heels” 
races to benefit the Washington Youth Garden. The 
garden is worked on by, and provides food for, 
nearby neighborhood families. It also has become a 
visual wonder of butterflies, enormous melons, and 
other fun-by-learning projects.

Post-race activities will include cooking demonstra-
tions on healthy eating by local chefs, crafts and yoga.

Registration will begin at 8:00 am, the races at 
9:00 and 9:15 am, and prizes awarded at 10:00. 
Registration costs for the 5K race are $25–30, for  
the Family Fun Run, $10 per person (kids 13 and 
under free). Registration can be done on-line at 
www.fona.org.

Capitol Hill Village members visited both the 
columns and the youth garden last summer during 
an Arboretum gathering to learn of federal funds 
being given to remodel the Arboretum’s offices  
and greenhouses.

mailto:info@capitolhillvillage.org
mailto:info@capitolhillvillage.org
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The recently formed CHV Policy Committee defined 
an issues agenda during its organizational meet-
ing Monday, October 19, and is looking for policy 
“wonks” who want to assist.

 The committee will be researching and reporting on 
issues such as universal design for new construction 
on Capitol Hill, the timing of the Hill’s pedestrian 
street-light crossings, the uniformity of powers of 
attorney and medical directives, and some technical 
provisions of health care reform. 

The committee also plans to sponsor quar-
terly policy forums to acquaint members 
with legislation and other policy matters that 
directly affect CHV members. 

Members who would like to help research,  
write, and develop issues that concern you or the 
Village should contact committee chair, Margaret 
Crenshaw, at crenshawm2@gmail.com or at  
202-546-4847.

Are You a Policy Wonk?

Upcoming Events and Programs continued from page 1

Sunday, November 1    7:30 pm
Theater J
1529 Sixteenth Street NW (Entrance on Q Street) 

Lost in Yonkers
Neil Simon’s play is about “two brothers … left to 
fend for themselves in a dysfunctional household 
with their formidable immigrant grandmother, 
sweet but simple-minded aunt, and hoodlum of an 
uncle.” A classic American tale set during the 1940s, 
an economically challenged time looking eerily 
similar to our own. Comical, gritty and poignant, 
this production features the interplay of two of DC’s 
leading actresses, Holly Twyford and Tana Hicken.

Tickets are SoLd ouT to this performance, but 
call the office to be put on the waiting list, in case 
someone who purchased tickets can’t attend.

Monday, November 2    6:00–7:30 pm
324 G Street SE 

Issues Affecting the village with Ward 
Six Council member Tommy Wells 
Tommy Wells has been interested in issues 
affecting aging residents of Washington, DC, 
while serving on the City Council. Capitol 

Please let the Village Office know if you 
need a ride, by calling 202-543-1778, or by 

e-mailing info@capitolhillvillage.org

Hill Village has invited Wells to meet with its 
members at the home of Board President Mary 
Procter to hear what Village members identify 
as issues that will affect their ability to stay on 
the Hill as they grow older. CHV staffers Gail 
Kohn and Katie McDonough will contribute 
their observations about issues they encounter 
in helping members solve current problems. 

[Members only] 

Tuesday, November 3    6:00–7:30 pm
219 9th Street SE

Literary Club
The book for this month is The Shores of Light: A 
Literary Chronicle of the Twenties and Thirties, by 
Edmund Wilson. This collection of essays, most 
of which appeared in Wilson’s regular column for 
The New Republic magazine, cover a wide range of 
literature but focus on the now-classic American 
writers of the period (Pound, Cummings, Dos 
Passos, Hemingway, O’Neill, Wilder, Mencken). 
Read any of the essays you wish and come ready to 
talk about them. We will meet at the home of Bob 
Guttman. Used copies are available on Amazon.

[Members and volunteers]

mailto:crenshawm2@gmail.com
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November 12    9:00 am 
Your Home

book donation monthly Pickup
Friends of the SE Library will be picking up (boxed) 
donations of used books, records, music and movie 
CDs and DVDs from Capitol Hill Village member’s 
front porches. The items will be included in the 
monthly used-book sale Saturday, Nov. 14, in the 
basement of the library at 7th Street SE, just off 
Pennsylvania Avenue. Sale is 10:00 am to 3:00 pm. 
CHV members wanting to receive a tax-related 
contribution thank you note, include a list of donated 
items, plus your name and address.

For pickup, contact CHV by WEDNESDaY, Nov. 11, at 
202-543-1778 or info@capitolhillvillage.org

Saturday, November 14    8:00 pm
Church of the Epiphany, 1317 G Street NW

American Folksongs & Spirituals 
The Congressional Chorus presents new twists on 
familiar tunes, including “Little David, Play!,” “Roll, 
Jordan, Roll,” “Shenandoah,” “Red River Valley,” 
“Sweet Betsy,” “When the Saints Go Marching In,” 
and more.

discounted tickets for $15 are offered by CHV 
and Chorus member Jim Hardin. Call CHV 
today at 202-543-1778 to reserve your tickets. 
Payments via cash or checks made out to 
James Harden should be mailed or delivered 
to office in order to receive your tickets.

[Members and their guests]

Tuesday, November 10    11:00 am
Library of Congress, Jefferson Building

Tour of Library of Congress
CHV member and Library of Congress docent 
Harriet Rogers has arranged a special tour of 
the magnificent, more than century-old Jefferson 
Building (it’s Great Renaissance Hall has been called 
the most beautiful space in America). She will speak 
about the building’s architecture, the library’s history 
and the collectors behind some of the Library’s 
most valuable holdings. The tour includes a visit to 
the Library’s Main Reading Room, featured in two 
celebrated films (names to be revealed on the tour), 
and “home” to 60,000 reference works. We will have 
access to the Library’s new whisper-technology, 
which ensures that none of Harriet’s words will 
be lost in the sometimes din of the Library. Harriet 
promises that even those of you familiar with the 
Jefferson will leave with at least one new insight. 

The building is wheel-chair accessible, and elevators 
are available. Use the First Street SE front entrance. 
Comfortable shoes are recommended. You will go 
through security and be directed to the room for 
tours, where Harriet will meet us.

Call the office to reserve your space.
[Members and their guests]

Upcoming Events and Programs continued
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Monday, November 16    11:00 am
Washington Design Center, 300 D Street SW

Fall 2009 design House
Go with an informal group to see this year’s 
Design House. In partnership with Southern Living 
magazine, the Design Center has chosen eight of the 
area’s top designers to decorate a room, each themed 
after a historic Washington, DC, neighborhood, 
including U Street, LeDroit Park, Georgetown, 
and Capitol Hill. To view pictures, see the website: 
mura.martreg.com/dcdesigncenter/index.cfm/
falldesignhouse/information/overview. Call the 
office to say you will attend and tell us if you need a 
ride. Meet inside the front entrance. 

For those who would like to stay for lunch, we can 
walk over to the National Museum of the American 
Indian and eat in their Mitsitam Café (one of the best 
museum cafes in town). 

[Members and their guests]

Wednesday, November 18    6:15 pm
601 2nd Street NE

dinner at Toscana Café
(reserve by Nov. 16 – seating is limited)

Join us for a meal at one of the Hill’s hottest new 
restaurants, Toscana Cafe, and enjoy the cooking 
of renowned Italian owner/chef Daniele Catalani. 
We have arranged for a 3-course meal that includes 
one item each from a selection of two appetizers, 
three entrees, and two desserts. The $22 fixed-price 
includes taxes and gratuities. Beverages (including 

coffee) are additional, and charged individually. 
Cash only. 

You must call the CHV office (202-543-1778) by 3 pm 
on Monday, Nov. 16, so the restaurant can arrange 
seating. Limited to 18 participants. Note: the dining 
room is on the second floor, up a steep flight of steps.

[Members and their guests]

advance Notice—Reserve by Friday, Nov. 13
Sunday, December 13    2:00 pm
Studio Theater, 1501 14th Street NW

The Solid Gold Cadillac
In this farcical Cinderella story (by George S. 
Kaufman and Howard Teichmann), business 
meets its match when an insignificant stockholder 
takes on the big, bad board of directors, ultimately 
bringing executives to their knees. A hilarious David 
and Goliath story, this forgotten classic percolates 
with contemporary resonance. Starring is one of 
Washington’s most entertaining actresses, Nancy 
Robinette. There will be a discussion of the play 
afterwards for those who would like to stay.

Tickets cost $43 (senior price with discount). Send 
checks made out to Capitol Hill Village to: P.O. Box 
15126, Washington, D.C. 20003, to be received no 
later than Friday, Nov. 13. [Members and their guests]

Thursday, November 26  4:00 pm
Home of Diane Brockett 

Thanksgiving  
dinner
Share Thanksgiving potluck with other Village 
members. Diane will prepare the turkey. 
Member-guests are asked to bring their favorite 
Thanksgiving dish. See story, page 12.

Let the office know if you will attend, and what 
dish you will bring.
[Members only]

Please let the Village Office know if you 
need a ride, by calling 202-543-1778, or by 

e-mailing info@capitolhillvillage.org
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Mondays • 4:30 pm
Garfield Park, S. Carolina Ave. at 3rd Street SE

Capitol Hill Petanque
Join a group of Capitol Hill game enthusiasts each 
Monday for a friendly game of Petanque. Beginners 
are welcome, no personal equipment needed, and 
instruction will be provided. [Members, volunteers  
and friends]

Every Tuesday • 12:15 to 1:15 pm
St. Mark‘s Yoga Center, Arts Studio, 301 A Street SE

Class offering: easy does It Yoga
Yoga is an outstanding form of exercise for seniors, 
and is encouraged by the American College of Sports 
Medicine. Its benefits include increased flexibility, 
improved breathing, better balance and nerve 
function, and relief from a number of ailments. The 
classes are designed to strengthen, stretch, and re-
store body, mind and spirit. Your first class is free, 
and yoga mats and blankets are available at no cost. 
Consult the web site for details on these affordably-
priced classes: www.stmarks.net/arts/yoga.html, or 
call Christine Romero at 202-544-6356. [Open to All]

Every Tuesday • 3:00 pm 
Every Wednesday • 7 am
Le Pain Quotidien, 7th and Pennsylvania Ave SE

Stammtisch / morgenStammtisch
“Stammtisch” is German for a local restaurant table 
reserved for friends who meet there regularly. Lively 
discussion with other CHV members and friends 
— and delicious teas, coffees, and pastries. [Open to 
members and friends—no sign-up necessary]

Tuesdays and Thursdays • 10:00 am
Capitol Hill Presbyterian Church
4th Street and Independence Ave SE

Class offering: Chi-Gong
The gentle but powerful Chinese movement exercise 
known as chi-gong [pronounced chee gong] is 
offered for Capitol Hill Village members by Joni 
Bell (the classes began in May). Joni, herself a CHV 
member, has practiced this discipline for the past 
ten years. Her strength and balance have improved 
remarkably, and she credits the activity with helping 
her as a 30-year patient with multiple sclerosis. The 
twice-weekly classes are free and last 30-40 minutes. 
[Open To Members Only]

Monday–Saturday • See times below
Corner Store, 9th Street and S. Carolina Ave, SE

Corner Store Phys ed
The Corner Store Phys Ed offerings continue with: 

•  Monday, Wednesday and Saturday 8:00 am,  
Walk for 1 hour through Capitol Hill

• Tuesday & Thursday 8:30 am, Workout with Ariel

• Wednesday 6:30 am, Yoga Flow with Pattie

•  Wednesday 11:30 am, Gentle Pilates with 
Katherine 

For more information, please call 202-544-5807 or 
visit http://cornerstorearts.org. [Open to all]

Every Saturday • 8:00 to 9:00 am
Lincoln Park, 13th Street and East Capitol Streets

Tai Chi Practice
Practice Tai Chi outdoors on Saturday mornings at 
Lincoln Park, weather permitting. Another gentle 
form of exercise for all ages, and especially useful to 
seniors. It promotes strength and balance, as well as 
deep breathing and relaxation. It has been described 
as "moving meditation." Under the direction of Dr. 
David Walls-Kaufman, tai chi is not difficult to learn, 
and can be performed at whatever physical level one 
brings to it. For additional information, call  
Capitol Hill Chiropractic Center at 202-544-6035. 
Consult the web site for details on the classes:  
www.capitolhilltaichi.com. [Open to All]

Continuing CHV Events

You DO NOT need to RSVP for continuing 
events, but let the Village Office know if you 

need a ride, by calling 202-543-1778, or by 
e-mailing info@capitolhillvillage.org



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1
play: Lost in 
Yonkers,  
7:30 pm, see 
page 13

2
See p. 16 for: 
Neighborhood Walk, 
8 am

petanque, 4:30 pm

Tommy Wells Meets 
with CHV members,  
6 pm, see page 13

3 
See p. 16 for: 
Workout, 8:30 am

Chi-Gong, 10 am

Easy Does It Yoga, 
12:15 pm

Stammtisch, 3 pm

Literary Club,  
6 pm, see page 13

4 
See p. 16 for: 
Yoga Flow, 6:30 am

Morgenstammtisch, 
7 am

Neighborhood Walk, 
8 am

Gentle pilates,  
11:30 am

5 
See p. 16 for: 
Workout, 8:30 am

Chi-Gong, 10 am

6 7 
See p. 16 for: 
Tai Chi, 8 am

Neighborhood 
Walk, 8 am 

8 9 
See p. 16 for: 
Neighborhood Walk, 
8 am

petanque, 4:30 pm

10 
See p. 16 for: 
Workout, 8:30 am 

Chi-Gong, 10 am 

Easy Does It Yoga, 
12:15 pm

Stammtisch, 3 pm

Library of Congress 
Tour, 11 am, see p. 14

11  Veteran's 
Day

See p. 16 for: 
Yoga Flow, 6:30 am

Morgenstammtisch, 
7 am

Last day to call CHV 
office to arrange 
book pickup on  
Nov. 12.

12 
See p. 16 for: 
Workout, 8:30 am

Chi-Gong, 10 am

Book Donation 
pickup, 9 am, see 
p. 14

13 

advance 
payment due 
for Dec. 13 
performance 
of "The Solid 
Gold Cadillac" 
see p. 15

14 
FoSEL Used 
Book Sale,  
10 am–3 pm, 
see p. 14

american 
Folksongs & 
Spirituals,  
8 pm, see p. 14

15 16  
See p. 16 for: 
Neighborhood Walk, 
8 am

Fall 2009 Design 
House, 11 am, see 
p. 15

Reserve space for 
Nov. 18 dinner at 
Toscana Café by 3 
pm today!

17 
See p. 16 for: 
Workout, 8:30 am 
Chi-Gong, 10 am 
Easy Does It Yoga, 
12:15 pm
Stammtisch, 3 pm

18 
See p. 16 for: 
Yoga Flow, 6:30 am

Morgenstammtisch, 
7 am 

Dinner at Toscana 
Café, 6:15 pm, see 
p. 15

19 
See p. 16 for: 
Workout, 8:30 am

Chi-Gong, 10 am

20 21 
See p. 16 for: 
Tai Chi, 8 am

Neighborhood 
Walk, 8 am

22 23 
See p. 16 for: 
Neighborhood Walk, 
8 am

petanque, 4:30 pm

24 
See p. 16 for: 
Workout, 8:30 am 

Chi-Gong, 10 am 

Easy Does It Yoga, 
12:15 pm

Stammtisch, 3 pm

25 
See p. 16 for: 
Yoga Flow, 6:30 am

Morgenstammtisch, 
7 am 

Neighborhood Walk, 
8 am

Gentle pilates,  
11:30 am

26 
Thanksgiving 
Day

CHV Thanksgiving 
Dinner, 4 pm, see 
p. 15

27 28 
See p. 16 for: 
Tai Chi, 8 am

Neighborhood 
Walk, 8 am

29 30 
See p. 16 for: 
Neighborhood Walk, 
8 am

petanque, 4:30 pm

1 
See p. 16 for: 
Workout, 8:30 am 

Chi-Gong, 10 am 

Easy Does It Yoga, 
12:15 pm

Stammtisch, 3 pm

2 
See p. 16 for: 
Yoga Flow, 6:30 am 

Morgenstammtisch, 
7 am

Neighborhood Walk, 
8 am 

Gentle pilates,  
11:30 am

3 
See p. 16 for: 
Workout, 8:30 am 

Chi-Gong, 10 am

4 5
See p. 16 for: 
Tai Chi, 8 am

Neighborhood 
Walk, 8 am

For more information about any event, call the CHV office at 202-543-1778,  
or e-mail info@capitolhillvillage.org

November 2009 Events
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