
Saturday, May 7 • 9:00 am
Your home

DC Hazardous Waste Materials Pickup
This is the periodic pickup day for hazardous materials and personal 
papers at CHV members’ homes that will be delivered to the District’s 
safe disposal site. Personal papers (medical records or financial files) 
will be shredded at the drop-off site, viewed by the CHV delivery team 
to ensure they are destroyed.

Hazardous wastes for pickup include paint, house cleaners, 
batteries, old medicines, television, video equipment, and others 
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House & Garden Tour 
Features Home of CHv 
Member Marci Hilt
By Vira Sisolak

The home of Capitol Hill Village 
member Marci Hilt is part of 
the Capitol Hill Restoration 

Society’s 2011 House and Garden 
Tour on Mother’s Day weekend, 
May 7 and 8. Marci has lived in her 
home at 219 10th Street SE since 
1982 and renovated the interior and 
exterior substantially.

Fourteen stops on the popular 
tour also will include two former 
stables housing commercial 
activities; the Old Naval Hospital; 
several garden features, includ-
ing one front-yard pool, and 12 
homes — one an old main house 
with huge rear garden and car-
riage house, another a condo on 
900 block of South Carolina SE.

Hilt’s house, built in 1873, was a 
rental home for its first 47 years. As 

By Karen Stuck

Further changes in the Hine 
School project were revealed 
in an April 5 community 

meeting hosted by the Capitol Hill 
Restoration Society.

Amy Weinstein, lead architect, 
reported on project changes 
made as the result of input from 
community residents. 

Among those were revisions of the 
look and layout of the buildings 

View south on 7th Street (from the vicinity 
of Marvelous Market).
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2

Contact the 
office by 3 pm 
to: 1)reserve a 
spot on the May 
12 Richmond 
Museum Tour; 2) 
reserve a place 
at the May 13 
Monocle dinner
Petanque,	4	pm,	
see	p.	19

3
Qigong,	10	am,	
see	p.	19

4
Yoga Class, 6:30	
pm,	see	p.	19

5
Qigong,	10	am,	
see	p.	19

6
Contact the 
office by noon to 
arrange May 7 
Hazardous Waste 
pickup 

7
Hazardous 
Waste Pickup, 
Starting	at	9	am	
from	your	house,	
see	p.	1

8 9
Petanque,	4	pm,	
see	p.	19

10
Qigong,	10	am,	
see	p.	19

11
Yoga Class, 6:30	
pm,	see	p.	19
Contact the 
office by 5 pm to 
arrange May 13 
book pickup

12
Qigong,	10	am,	
see	p.	19
Day Trip to 
Richmond 
Museum of Fine 
Arts, 9	am–6	pm,	
see	p.	17

13
Book Donation 
Monthly Pickup, 
starting	at	9	am,	
see	p.	17
Dinner at The 
Monocle	(BY	
RESERVATION	
ONLY)	6:30	pm,	
see	p.	17

14
FOSEL Monthly 
used-book 
sale,	10	am-3	
pm,	SE	Library
Play: From 
Berlin to 
Sunset, 8	pm,	
see	p.	18

15
Cheer for 
Katie at the 
Capitol Hill 
Classic 10K, 
see	p.	13

11
Petanque,	4	pm,	
see	p.	19

17
Qigong,	10	am,	
see	p.	19
Literary Club, 
6	pm,	see	p.	18	

18
Yoga Class, 6:30	
pm,	see	p.	19

19
Qigong,	10	am,	
see	p.	19
Future of Social 
Security, 7	pm,	
see	p.	18

20
Contact the office 
by 5 pm to sign 
up for the May 
22 African Art 
viewing

21

22
African Art 
Collection,  
4	pm–6	pm,	
see	page	18

23
Petanque,	4	pm,	
see	p.	19

24
Qigong,	10	am,	
see	p.	19

25
Yoga Class, 6:30	
pm,	see	p.	19

26
Qigong,	10	am,	
see	p.	19

27
Balance class, 
11:30	pm,	see	
p.	19

28

29 30
Petanque,	4	pm,	
see	p.	19

31
Qigong,	10	am,	
see	p.	19

1
Yoga Class, 6:30	
pm,	see	p.	19

2
Qigong,	10	am,	
see	p.	19

3 4

For more information about any event, or to reserve a space at an event, call the CHV office at 
202.543.1778 during regular office hours (9 am to 5 pm) or e-mail info@capitolhillvillage.org

May 2011 Events



May 2011 Capitol Hill Village News • 3 

In the April Capitol Hill Village 
News, Board President Mary 
Procter and I described the 

leadership changes that are 
underway this spring. Katie 
McDonough is assuming the full-
time job of Executive Director.  I 
am becoming Advisor to the 
Board, focusing on Capitol Hill 
Village’s sustainability and housing 
options for members on Capitol 
Hill. Julie Maggioncalda is being 
hired to fulfill Katie’s previous 
job, managing social services and 
volunteer coordination. Many 
Capitol Hill Village members will 
remember Julie as last summer’s 
Village intern. 

And, Office Manager Pam Weiss is 
continuing her important activities 
25 hours each week.

Transitions
Since I will stay on, the leadership 
changes are being managed 
gradually. Katie increasingly has 
taken over responsibilities I have 
carried out since I took the job of 
Executive Director in May 2007. I 
am backing her up, stepping back 
into tasks only when members’ 
counseling needs necessitate  
Katie’s attention.

Web-based Communication
Meanwhile, thanks to the Morris 
and Gwendolyn Cafritz Foundation 
and very able volunteers, 
particularly skilled programmer 
Neal Mann, Capitol Hill Village 
has metamorphosed its highly 
admired information website into 
a data gathering resource. CHV no 
longer is bound to paper records 
of activities attendance and service 
requests, including how the latter 
are accomplished. Now, the office 
tracks every member request on-line 
with information, backed up often 
in the electronic world of our local 

Internet resource, DC Access. (DC 
Access is headed by Matt Wade 
and Martha Huizenga, supporters 
of CHV and other Capitol Hill 
community activities.) 

Testing the website integrity has 
included more and more members 
and volunteers. If you want to help 
us test this new way to communicate 
your requests, contact Capitol Hill 
Village (info@capitolhillvillage.org 
or 202.543.1778). Although all are 
free to continue using telephone 
calls and e-mail to tell us what they 
want, all members and volunteers 
soon will be invited to participate. 
Katie McDonough is coordinating 
the transformation. 

Hill Center
This year, Capitol Hill Village 
would like to rent one of the eight 
offices that will be available at the 
Hill Center. Katie McDonough and 
Capitol Hill Village board members 
are meeting regularly with Hill 
Center Executive Director Diana 
Ingraham to work through the 
details of our relationship. We will 
continue to carry out activities that 
necessitate quiet and confidentiality 
in the home basement of Capitol 
Hill Village member and volunteer 

Capitol Hill Village News

To reach us: We are 
interested in your feedback. 

Phone: 202.543.1778

E-mail:  
info@capitolhillvillage.org

Internet: 
www.capitolhillvillage.org

Mail: PO Box 15126, 
Washington, DC 20003

To unsubscribe, please send 
a message to unsubscribe@
capitolhillvillage.org

To become a member, go to 
www.capitolhillvillage.org  
and click on "Join." Payment 
of dues through PayPal is 
available online.

To support the Village, go 
to www.capitolhillvillage.org 
and click on "Support/
Donate." Or support CHV 
through the Combined 
Federal Campaign # 55474.  
All donations are welcome!

Capitol Hill Village Leaders

Mary Procter, President of  
the Board

Gail Kohn, Executive Director

Katie McDonough, Community 
& Social Services Director

Capitol Hill Village  
News Team

Editor: Diane Brockett

Activities Coordinator:  
Judy Canning

Designer: Roxanne Walker

Copy Editor: Jim Hardin

Web Site: Neal Mann

From the Executive Director…

 continued on page 4
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Robert Sands—for the cost 
only of utilities and occasional 
maintenance. Yet, we need the 
accessible Hill Center space to carry 
out the daily business of holding 
fun and educational activities, 
as well as pairing members with 
volunteers and vetted vendors. Hill 
Center will be where the action is.

Securing the Vision
As the weeks go by, I am focused 
increasingly on CHV sustainability, 
a necessity if Capitol Hill Village is 
to be around for generations, and 
on plans for accessible housing to 
enable members and neighbors to 
stay on Capitol Hill, if they wish. 

To make that happen, our strategy 
is to build additional support 
among Capitol Hill businesses and 
neighbors who wanted Capitol Hill 
Village created, so all who want to 
live here can stay in their homes or 
somewhere in the neighborhood. 
Membership dues are the primary 
source of support.

On the horizon for Capitol 
Hill are as many as 200 
more housing units.

In addition to the Hine School 
project, plans for the Maples 
Project – on the historical 
Friendship House site along 
South Carolina Avenue SE – are 
moving through the approval 
process. The District Historic 
Preservation Review Board 
(HPRB) will consider both at its 
April 28th meeting.

A third initiative — a 12-unit 
project — is planned on the Mt. 
Joy Baptist Church site at 514-516 
4th Street NE. The Maples and 
Mr. Joy projects are under the 

same developer, and the sites 
already are zoned for the projects.

The Maples was approved by the 
ANC6B Planning and Zoning 
Committee on April 6, and 
sailed through the Commission 
meeting one week later with 
no opposition. Plans call for 
rehabilitation of the existing 
buildings into as many as 20 
residential units, as well as 
construction of new buildings. 
Included in the new construction 
are three single-level units with 
elevator access to private parking.

The HPRB approved the 
conceptual plan for the Maples 
project in October.

From the Executive Director continued from page 3

Additional Housing Expected for Capitol Hill

The continuing support of new and 
renewing members is essential to 
keeping the Village able to do what 
is necessary to generate fascinating 
programs and to match members 
with volunteers or (when none  
has the expertise needed) with 
vetted vendors. 

Increasingly, interest earned on 
the principal held by the CHV 
Endowment Trust is anticipated 
to cover a larger portion of our 
operating expenses. The continued 
generosity of many is essential. We 
anticipate that more individuals, 
who do not know about Capitol Hill 
Village, now will join the effort to 
keep this organization providing 
the resources necessary to stay here 
(even when sudden and inevitable 
changes occur). 

New supporters are identified when 
they learn of Capitol Hill Village. 
Every day, we meet people in the 
neighborhood and have contact with 
organizations that just are learning 

about Capitol Hill Village and what 
we do. I bet you do, too. We ask 
volunteers to tell the stories of the 
assistance and services they provide 
to members—but without using 
names. Stories told by volunteers 
make Capitol Hill Village come to 
life. Members help, too, by talking 
about their experiences with their 
circle of acquaintances.

Purposeful Housing
When three-story homes become 
less desirable because members 
wish to be free of the need to climb 
stairs, unused furniture, cleaning 
responsibilities, utility expense, 
yard and house maintenance, 
members may still want to stay on 
Capitol Hill. 

Unfortunately, every year we lose 
members who cannot find suitable 
housing here, where personal 
and medical care are available, 
as well as the camaraderie of 
living with others and plenty of 
intergenerational contact. CHV 
supports the development of 
opportunities and facilities right 
here on Capitol Hill, similar to 
the ones available outside the 
neighborhood to which some of our 
members have felt compelled  
to move.

Discussions with developers by 
Capitol Hill Village members and 
supporters, including me, already 
have resulted in architectural 
changes better suited to Capitol Hill 
Village members (see the articles 
about the Maples, left, and the  
Hine development, page 1). More 
must come.

Founding CHV Treasurer Larry 
Molumby recently said, “In less 
than four years, Capitol Hill Village 
has become a pillar of the Capitol 
Hill community.” I hope you agree.

—Gail Kohn
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in an effort to make them more 
compatible with the look and feel 
of the neighborhood. For example, 
instead of an uninterrupted 
building line along 8th Street, there 
will be gaps and cut-ins to mimic 
alleys and side yards in the existing 
neighborhood blocks. One of the 
cut-ins will provide a courtyard 
space for residents of the building.

Weinstein said that Victorian details 
will be used on the houses, and 
there will be entrances from the 
street to ground level apartments, 
where possible. The roofline of the 
8th Street building will be set back 
on the D Street side, with a terrace 
on the top to provide a more open 
feel and allow plantings on the 
terrace to be seen from the street.

The public courtyard has been a 
safety concern for residents, so it 
has been changed to a courtyard 
for the building residents. A glass 
atrium now encloses the former 
courtyard entrance on Pennsylvania 
Avenue and that has become the 
entrance to the office building. A 
gate has been added to the north 
courtyard entrance. 

The public plaza at 7th and C Streets 
remains in the plan. In response to 
questions about the genesis of the 
plaza, Weinstein said that, early in 
the process, community residents 
expressed a desire for a gathering 
place to meet friends while in the 
Market area. The space also can 
serve the weekend flea market. 
Weinstein said that CHRS members 
were concerned about the plaza not 
being busy during the week and 
suggested moving the entrance to 
the North Building from 8th Street 
to C Street, which they did. 

There was no mention by the 
developers of a hotel being part  
of the project, although that had 

Changes in Hine Development plan continued from page 1

been mentioned as a possibility at 
earlier meetings.

The project now is designed with 
149 residential units—33 in the 
North Building, 80 in the 8th Street 
building, and 36 in the 7th Street 
building. The intent, Weinstein 
said, is to serve residents who find 
it difficult to climb stairs and are 
seeking single floor living with 
elevator access. 

Architectural details were also of 
interest to the meeting participants, 
some of whom expressed frustration 
with the project drawings’ lack of 
detail. Weinstein explained that, 
at this point, they are “massing” 
and after that is finished, the 
architectural details will be drawn 
in. An extensive presentation of the 
current plans is available at: www.
hineschool.com

CHRS is preparing its recommenda-
tions for an April 28 meeting of 
the District of Columbia Historic 
Preservation Review Board (HPRB), 
which, because the project is new 
construction, will be looking at its 
compatibility with the character of 
the historic district. Compatibility is 

judged by looking at 12 design 
elements: setback, orientation, 
scale, proportion, rhythm, massing, 
height, materials, color, roof shape, 
details and ornamentation, and 
landscape features.

 Following the HPRB meeting, it is 
likely that the developers will be 
asked to make some design changes, 
and it also is possible they will have 
to appear again before the Board.

Another step will be re-zoning 
the property, currently zoned R-4 
for residential. The CHRS Zoning 
Committee will conduct a hearing 
on the change, and it is expected 
that the DC Zoning Commission 
will make a decision later this year 
or in early 2012. The project also 
faces the District’s lengthy Planned 
Unit Development (PUD) process, 
which usually takes 8 months.

Top: View of the site from across the 
Metro plaza (from the vicinity of Kinko's). 
Right: Detail of the proposed apartment 
house to be built near 8th and C.

E L E V A T I O N  A T  C O R N E R  O F  8 T H  S T  A N D  C  S TE L E V A T I O N  O F  B A Y  F R O N T S

10’ 20’0’ 40’ A 03H I N E   P R O J E C T
A p r i l  1 4 ,  2 0 1 1 

8TH STREET RESIDENTIAL: ELEVATIONS A22

A P A R T M E N T  H O U S E  E L E V A T I O N
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Since it was created, thanks to 
our founder Geoff Lewis and 
notable Capitol Hill volunteer 

leaders, Capitol Hill Community 
Foundation has been an important 
source of support. 

Here is a chronology of the grants 
Capitol Hill Village has received 
from the Capitol Hill Community 
Foundation.

In 2007, the year CHV launched, a 
$5,000 grant in May was provided 
to augment start-up expenses 
including new-member recruiting. 
Then another $2,500 was awarded 
in November for general support.

In May 2008, Capitol Hill Village 
received the Keller Award to  
assist with low-income member 
expenses. Capitol Hill Village 
created its Stephen C. Rogers 
Memorial Fund to include all who 
wanted to join regardless of income 
in November 2007, a month after 
CHV’s official launch.

 continued on page 15

Capitol Hill Community Foundation:  
a Major Capitol Hill Village Supporter

In 2009, the Capitol Hill Community 
Foundation funded two Capitol 
Hill Village projects with $2,500. 
The first in March helped CHV 
to pay expenses for Director of 
Community and Social Services 
Katie McDonough to receive 
professional supervision to qualify 
for DC licensure as a clinical 
social worker. The second grant in 
December paid for a consultant to 
evaluate and strengthen the process 
for volunteer vetting. Since then, 
CHV has increased its volunteer 
participation from just over 100 to 
over 250. 

In 2010, CHV received two grants 
totaling $4,500 to augment its 
Stephen C. Rogers Memorial Fund. 

Capitol Hill Community Foundation 
has embraced the Capitol Hill 
Village desire for continuous 
organizational improvement 
featuring member feedback as its 
primary resource and the corporate 

desire to have the membership 
reflect the neighborhood income 
and racial diversity. 

On behalf of all who are associated 
with Capitol Hill Village, I thank 
you who support the Capitol Hill 
Community Foundation for what 
you have done to make this success 
possible. The Capitol Hill Village 
journey continues, as we strive to 
do our part to make Capitol Hill 
an even better national model for 
livable, walkable communities, due 
in no small part to the generosity 
and recognition of Capitol Hill 
Community Foundation. 

— Gail Kohn

Capitol Hill Community 
Foundation grants, totaling 
$27,000 over four years, were 
building blocks that enabled 
Capitol Hill Village to grow 
from vision to reality. 

By Diane Brockett

About seven years ago, lightening 
struck down through the trunk of a 
glorious 200-year-old oak tree in my 
front yard.

The tree took several years to die, 
and during that time I decided it 
still was the centerpiece of my front 
yard (the oldest part of my house 
was built 171 years ago). That oak 
was my forest.

So, I told the tree removal company 
to leave the trunk standing ten 
feet tall. Remove the limbs above, I 
said, but do not touch the beautiful 
expensive wood of the trunk, which 
attracted several offers for removal.

This month, two years after a tree 
firm did its job, my oak trunk 
is “alive” again. One delighted 
neighbor predicted my house in  
the 300 block of South Carolina 
Avenue would become known as 
“the owl house.”

Walk (or drive) by and you will see 
that a great-horned momma owl has 
taken up permanent residence with 
her two owlets. The young ones 
are semi-hidden from the street, 
but visible from my living room 
window. They are looking out from 
the trunk’s nest hole.

Now, let me share with you the rest 
of my story.

Owl “Family” Takes Up Residence On South Carolina Avenue
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CHRS House & garden tour continued from page 1

with many others built on the Hill 
in the post-Civil War era, the house 
originally had no electricity, plumb-
ing, or central heat. The kitchen was 
added in 1903, the garage in 1920, 
and the front porch in 1927. Antique 
features in the salon include the cast 
iron Victorian fireplace insert replete 
with cranes and cattails, patented 
in December 1886, and chandeliers 
that appear in a turn-of-the century 
Sears & Roebuck catalog for $9 each.

Last December, the house took on a 
very modern note, with solar panels 
installed on the roof. Marci expects 
them to generate 40 percent of 
electrical power needs.

Marci’s home has four bedrooms, 
two bathrooms, and a laundry room 
on the top floors with living areas 
and kitchen on the main floor. The 
basement functions as a studio 
and office for Marci’s daughter, 
Rosina Teri Memolo, who shares the 
home with her mother. Rosina, an 
accomplished photographer, took 
all the photos for the house tour 
this year, including the one that 
accompanies this article.

Marci’s home is a showplace for 
original art. Rosina’s photographs 
are on display, as are Marci’s 
stained-glass works, including 
lampshades and transoms. Her 
11-inch Zodiac lampshade recently 
was selected for the Association 
of Stained Glass Lamp Artists 
Calendar for 2012. Other original art 
includes works by Eastern Market’s 
David Kessler and Agnes Ainilian, 
several Nova Scotia folk artists, 
and Florida Highwaymen painter 
Harold Newton. Rosina designed 
the Thai silk curtains in the salon 
and Marci sewed them.

When Marci and Rosina moved 
in, the rear garden was a jungle. 
The first renovation was a patio 
that provides a calming space to 

escape the chaos of renovation and 
restoration. A koi pond is home to 
five koi and two bullfrogs. Plantings 
include crape myrtle, an apple tree, 
two dogwoods, and wisteria and 
jasmine vines.

Tickets for the 2011 House Tour  
may be purchased online through 
the Restoration Society’s website 
(www.chrs.org) or by calling 543-
0425. They now are $25 each, or 
$30 on tour weekend. Tour hours 
are 4-7 pm on Saturday, 12-5 pm 
on Sunday. This year’s tour centers 
from Lincoln Park south to the Old 
Naval Hospital. The hospital will 
re-open soon as Hill Center, a  

space for special events and space 
rentals plus a café in the renovated 
carriage house.

CHV plans to rent office space  
there and to have numerous 
activities for members. The Hill 
Center will be an ideal setting for 
CHV members to interact with 
other members of the community 
and to expand our activities. 

CHV member Marci Hilt in front of her 
restored 1873 home. You can tour her 
house as part of this years Capitol Hill 
Restoration Society House & Garden Tour, 
May 7 & 8. Photo: Rosina Photography.
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ANC Diners Learn How 
They Can Be Served
The individual styles of Capitol Hill 
ANC members were evident during 
a recent Village Gala-sponsored 
dinner at the home of Ruth Mitchell.

Kirsten Oldenburg works to keep 
the residents she represents in ANC 
6b04 informed on the Hine School 
development project.

Kirsten frequently e-mails her 
constituents about happenings 
within their neighborhood — 
offering a tour of the 11th Street 
Bridge project, reporting on a 
meeting with police, the addition of 
corner guard booths at the Marine 
commandant’s home, noting a New 
Orleans blues band will perform at 
Corner Store.

Norman Metzger, representing 
6b03, is more a behind-the-
scene worker among ANC 
members, although his Internet 
site is considered THE source of 
information for following ANC 
activities (www.ancnorm.org). 

Metzger speaks infrequently at 
public sessions, yet gets very 
involved communicating with 
developers and others on issues 
coming before the ANC. He 
educates them on public concerns 
prior to hearings, a process that 
often seems to cause developers to 

be prepared with friendly responses 
(i.e., changes) to those concerns.

He sponsored a public hearing 
on new housing planned for the 
Maples site in the 600 block of South 
Carolina Avenue, even though the 
land is zoned for the project and 
thus developers are not facing a 
long public process. They plan 
to start work there this spring, 
although “that may be optimistic,” 
Metzger said. 

The same firm is planning to turn 
the Mt. Joy Baptist Church at 4th 
and C Streets SE into residences,  
he said.

Ken Jarboe — who was not 
re-elected last year — long has 
been known as the ANC’s inside 
professor on rules, regulations, and 
background of issues before the 
commission.

During the Capitol Hill Village 
evening, Jarboe helped his listeners 
to expand their understanding of 
the power of the ANC. 

“ANCs have responsibility without 
authority,” Jarboe said. “We give you 
(residents) the right to speak up…. 
We are a trip wire for the agencies. 
The power of the ANC is that we 
rough the water, and can make your 
project cost more money.”

Thirty-seven ANCs represent larger, 
defined neighborhoods throughout 
the city (each composed of up to 
11 members representing some 
2000 nearby neighbors). The three 
speakers serve (or have served) on 
ANC 6b, which represents residents 
south of East Capitol Street. 

Elected bi-annually, ANCs serve 
as spokesmen for their citizens 
to the DC executive branch, city 
council, boards, commissions, and 
agencies. Their issue list includes 
whatever affects their neighborhood 
— including traffic, parking, 
recreation, liquor licenses, zoning, 
economic development, police 
protection, trash collection, and 
the DC annual budget. Yet, ANC 
decisions only are advisory; they 
carry no legal weight.

ANCs do “say no” on zoning and 
other issues that come before them, 
Jarbo explained. “Our threat is, 

gala Salon Dinners: good Food, great Company

 continued on page 9

Those caught in the after-dinner 
discussion include ANC members Norm 
Metzger (left) and Kirsten Oldenburg 
(center), hostess Ruth Mitchell, and Roger 
Haley (right).

Faith Brightbill listens next to Ken Jarboe.
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Two Rivers Stresses 
Hands-On Learning
By Michael Canning and Mary Procter

The progress of one of DC’s 
foremost public charter schools 
was the topic of one of this 

year’s salon events. Jessica Wodatch, 
Executive Director of the Two 
Rivers Charter School, described 
her school’s nature and progress at 
a March dinner for CHV members 
and guests at the home of Village 
activist Anne Kraemer.

Jessica, raised on the Hill and 
educated in District public schools, 
became Two Rivers director after 

committed Capitol Hill parents 
had obtained the school’s charter 
in August 2003. The school was 
launched in temporary quarters 
and now resides in a completely 
refurbished building at the corner 
of Florida Avenue and 4th Street 
NE. Offering education from 
preschool through eighth grade, 
Two Rivers has expanded to more 
than 300 students and, as a public 
school, is free.

Jessica explained that the curriculum 
is based on “expeditionary 
learning,” modeled after the 
Outward Bound program that 
stresses interactive, hands-on 
learning, much of it outside the 
classroom. Students complete 3-4 
projects each year.

Four-year-olds immersed 
themselves in planning and 
construction, building, and painting 
a classroom bookshelf. Fourth 
graders studied the properties 
of stones and different buildings 
and monuments in DC, and then 
recommended the kind of stone 
best suited for the new National 
Museum of African American 
History and Culture. 

The school also emphasizes literacy, 
the arts, and the Spanish language. 

Wodatch and her partner have three 
kids of their own at the school.

Wodatch also talked more generally 
about the status of the public charter 
school movement in DC (more 
than a third of the city’s children in 
public schools are now in charters) 
and their governing under nonprofit 
boards. Hundreds of students 
compete in a lottery each winter for 
the few dozen places open in Two 
Rivers School, which has generous 
percentages of black, Hispanic, and 
white students.

Jessica told diners that Two Rivers 
welcomes visitors to see what is 
happening with their tax monies  
at a successful charter school.  
More information can be found at: 
www.tworiverspce.org.

ANC Diners continued from page 8

gala Salon Dinners continued from page 8

Jessica Wodatch and Cherice Greene 
(Science Coordinator for Friendship Public 
Charter School) enjoy the table set by host 
Anne Kramer.

negotiate or we will fight you at 
the zoning board.” In balance, with 
ANC support, “the agencies will 
listen to you.”

The speakers noted the other 
responsibility of their ANC 
positions is constituent services. 
Jarbo told of working four years 
“to get a stop sign, hidden by trees, 
moved closer to the corner.” 

Oldenburg suggested that if you 
have a problem — be it concerns 

with a dangerous dead tree, kids 
putting their energies into swinging 
on trees near a Metro exist, or a 
seemingly illegal building activity: 
“Call the Mayor’s Office to report 
it and you will receive a tracking 
number. Let your ANC member 
know about your call and the 
number, and then we can follow up 
to see what is being done.”

She said she views one of her key 
roles as “pulling people together,” 

explaining she works to have both 
sides on an issue “begin to trust me, 
so I can act as a go-between, and get 
them to dialogue on the issue.” 

Metzger said issues demanding his 
energies, as well as Oldenburg and 
fellow ANC member Dave Garrison, 
have included the issues of noise 
and parking associated with the 
many restaurants and bars located 
on Barracks Row. 
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Alice Rivlin Speaks 
Bluntly about Our 
Financial Crisis 

While Congress and the 
White House debate and 
prevaricate, twenty Capitol 

Hill Village salon dinner guests 
heard straight talk from financial 
expert Alice Rivlin about our 
national financial woes. 

Alice Rivlin may be the strongest 
female voice for financial sanity 
in U.S history, and a major player 
in Washington today as the nation 
struggles with avoiding bankruptcy. 
She is currently Senior Fellow 
on Economic Studies with the 
Brookings Institution (a post she has 
moved in and out of between other 
positions), but her energies seem 
directed toward forcing political 
Washington to face financial reality.

A lifetime Democrat, Rivlin has 
worn two hats in the current deficit 
maneuverings. Initially, she served 
on President Obama’s deficit-
cutting commission and, when it 
deadlocked, she joined with former 
Senate Budget Committee chairman 
Pete Domenici to offer a plan to 

curb the deficit and overhaul the 
tax code. Meanwhile, a Republican 
budget leader laid out a strong plan 
for slashing government spending 
while not increasing taxes.

The Rivlin-Domenici plain, offered 
through the Bipartisan Policy Center 
that promotes moderate economic 
policy views, would divide 
spending cuts and tax increases 
about 40-60, reduce the federal 
deficit $14.5 trillion by fiscal year 
2025, and stabilize the national debt, 
reducing it by 60 percent by 2020. 
Also included are a new 6.5 percent 
national sales tax, a revamping of 

Medicare in 2018, and both benefit 
cuts and tax increases for Social 
Security.

Rivlin’s style is to cut through 
political maneuverings and put the 
difficult answers bluntly before the 
public. Forget the conservative plan 
to cut spending and not touch taxes, 
or the liberals’ tax-the-rich and not 
hurt programs for the poor. Rivlin 
told dinner guests: “We must do a 
little of everything. Every part of the 
budget [spending and taxes] has to 
be part of the solution.”

“Right now,” she added, there is “no 
incentive to cut across the board.”

As part of her pitch, Rivlin has 
undertaken getting out what she 
considers the real picture to U.S. 
voters. Initially, she became part 
of a small (and shifting) team of 
economists who offered a Fiscal 
Workshop Tour for towns and 
cities. Their message, she says, was 
“we have a really big problem” 
the political parties must face. 
Additionally, “there is no single 
answer to solve the whole problem,” 
but also, that “there is lots of 
misinformation” being broadcast.

 continued on page 11

gala Salon Dinners continued from page 9

Shirley Loo and Susan Sedgewick visit 
with Alice Rivlin. Photos: Tiiu Kera
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More recently, the traveling show 
has become “The Fiscal Solutions 
Tour.” Talks are presented before 
local Chambers of Commerce, 
health care interests, and sometimes 
student groups. 

Rivlin’s professional story is of 
a steady rise through federal 
economic positions, starting in the 
late 1960s as Assistant Secretary for 
Planning in the former HEW. She 
created the Congressional Budget 
Office and ran it from 1975 to 1983. 
Next, she was deputy director of the 
White House Office of Budget and 
Management (1993-94), then moved 
on to serve as Vice Chair of the 
Federal Reserve System (1996-99).

Alice Rivlin in 1998 became a 
familiar name to D.C. residents as 

chairwoman of the D.C. Financial 
Assistance Authority. She headed a 
four-year effort to bring Washington, 
D.C., back to financial health from its 
$700 million, red-ink spending. 

In response to Village diners’ 
questions, Rivlin said the city is 
“better than it was,” but she still  

is “very discouraged” about  
District residents obtaining 
congressional voting representation 
or preventing congressional 
meddling in D.C. matters.

Salon Dinner Guest 
Revealed (Finally)
By Lisa Nickerson 

On Friday, March 25th, at a 
dinner hosted by David and 
Stephanie Deutsch, the Mystery 
Guest finally was revealed.

Our dinner companion was 
Charles Bolden – Naval Academy 
graduate, Marine combat pilot 
and commander, test pilot, 
astronaut, retired Marine 
Corps Major General, and 
current Administrator of the 
National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration (NASA).

The Mystery Guest Dinner was 
included among 13 Salon Dinners 
offered for sale at Capitol Hill 
Village’s Stardust Gala in January, 
and the sign-up sheet filled 
quickly.

Although Bolden and his wife, 
Jackie, now live in Crystal City, 
the Boldens also belong to the 
Capitol Hill community through 
their long-time membership at 
Christ Episcopal Church during 
assignments in the Washington, 
DC, area.

During his presentation, Bolden 
showed thrilling slides of Earth 
and of life inside the shuttles and 
the Space Station taken during 
his four flights on Columbia, 
Discovery, Atlantis, and again on 
Discovery, serving twice as pilot 
and twice as mission commander. 
He talked about some of the 
challenges, scientific experiments, 
and achievements of each 
mission, and of the devastating 
loss of the Challenger and its 
crew, who were personal friends. 
He spoke briefly about current 

NASA programs, and about 
the growing involvement of the 
private sector in space.

All the guests felt extremely 
fortunate and grateful that a way 
was found to enable Mr. Bolden 
to participate in this Gala Salon 
Dinner. We certainly hope that 
there might be more “mystery” 
guests in the future!

Alice Rivlin continued from page 10

gala Salon Dinners continued from page 10

From left: Nelson Rimensnyder, Jim 
McMahon, John Sedgewick, Alice Rivlin, 
Norm Wolfe, Mary Procter.
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By Courtney Schlisserman

Janice Hedges’ historic Capitol 
Hill home doesn’t look like 
it would include an elevator. 

From the plaque on the outside 
noting the year it was built, 1886, to 
the original wood and glass details, 
the home speaks of another era. 

Yet, next to a wall of cabinets in the 
kitchen lie tracks for a lift. It was 
installed several months ago to 
help Janice, who has neuropathy, 
remain in her home of more than 
30 years. An avid gardener, she also 
is installing a lift in her backyard, 
to move easily from yard to house.

“I’m looking forward to having a 
fully-accessible house,’’ she said. 
“I’m definitely not going to move … 
I hope.”

Elevators are one way aging and/or 
handicapped Hill residents can stay 
in their homes, yet also protect the 
integrity of the building. They can 
be installed either along tracks on a 
wall or inside a wall. 

The average elevator is three feet 
by four feet and weighs 750 to  
1,000 pounds, according to 
Signature Elevators and Accessible 
Design in Rockville, Maryland. The 
company is drawing increasing 
business from District residents, 
mostly those approaching 
retirement age, said Chief 
Executive Officer Gary Case.

“They look at their house and say 
it’s perfect, and want to put in an 
elevator, even though they don’t yet 
need it.” 

Janice Hedges hired Area Access 
in Manassas, Virginia, and selected 
an elevator that is not enclosed in 
a shaft. To have placed it inside a 
wall required tearing out her  
back stairs. She keeps the elevator 

on the second floor when not  
in use, allowing her access to 
kitchen cabinets.

Patrick Durnan’s elevator, installed 
last month, is wall-enclosed and 
takes up an old basement closet, 
plus wall space on the other floors. 
Son Michael ordered the elevator 
late last year after his father had 
both hip and back surgery. The 
two had discussed an elevator for 
several years, and agreed to one 
enclosed within the walls.

Even so, Patrick was surprised when 
his son called during his recovery 
period earlier this year and reported 
the elevator was being installed. 

“I said, ‘Mike, I don’t need an 
elevator,’ and he said, ‘Dad, you 
dislocated your hip twice while 
doing laundry in the basement last 
year’,” Patrick recalled. 

The elevator is narrow: Patrick 
Durnan and his son decided against 

one that would be wheelchair 
accessible, because they are not 
renovating the entire house for 
accessibility. But it allows Patrick to 
bring laundry from his second floor 
down to the basement, yet still walk 
the stairs to strengthen his hips. So 
far, it’s a welcome addition.

“Everything I carry goes down [or 
up] the elevator,” Patrick said. “We’re 
really happy with it.”

When putting in an enclosed 
elevator, the shaft construction 
(including deep footers) and 
blending into the existing aesthetics 
of the house are crucial. The elevator 
company then adjusts the size of the 
elevator and installs it into the shaft. 
The elevator project can take up to 
eight weeks but the actual elevator 

Elevators Help Hill Residents Remain  
in their Homes

 continued on page 13

Patrick Durnan's elevator was built inside 
the wall of his home.
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installation into the shaft is about 
four days

Durnan’s son hired Preferred 
Elevator to install the elevator 
itself and builder Ryan Eubanks 
of Eubanks Renovations to break 
through the ceilings and walls, 
reroute ventilation and wiring, 
construct the shaft, and blend the 
project into the existing aesthetic 
features of the house (no small feat). 
The process was long. Mike cautions 
that anyone interested in an 
enclosed elevator should expect the 
project to take four to eight weeks.

While installation doesn’t require 
Capitol Hill Restoration Society 
approval, there can be other 
challenges to installing them in 
Hill homes. The high ceilings in 
many Capitol Hill houses may 
require the track to be delivered in 
segments so it can brought inside. In 
Janice Hedges’ case, there also was 
a problem with the “minivator’s” 
wiring (eventually worked out).

Janice said that, in the beginning, 
finding a company was difficult. She 
“may have” called eight companies 
in the phone book; “several … had 
discontinued home elevators.”

Significant issues affecting the 
ability to add an elevator are the 
actual space within your home, 
measurements within the house, 
and elevator space. Other challenges 
for District homes include designing 
the installation around old rafters 
and the ducts and pipes put in place 
decades ago, Signature’s Case said. 

With enclosed elevators, it is hard 
to be certain how much they will 
cost until work gets under way. 
While the elevator price might be 
less than $30,000, there are expenses 
associated with installing the shaft 
that can’t be fully estimated until 
walls and ceiling are opened. These 
costs might include rewiring or 

working around existing ventilation 
work, as was the case in Durnan’s 
home, his son said. 

Ms. Hedges paid $32,000 for her lift 
and also pays a maintenance fee. 
She is using Preferred Elevator for 
the outdoor lift, which is costing 
$15,000. At least part of the cost is 
tax deductible, since the elevators 
are medically necessary.

Patrick Durnan reports he has 
had no problems with his elevator. 
Neither has Robert Guttman, who 
installed his outside-wall elevator 
in 1997 to help his late wife, who 
suffered rheumatoid arthritis. 

Another Capitol Hill Village couple 
reports that their excitement ebbed 
toward the enclosed elevator in their 
newly built home when it stopped 
working as they were between 
floors. Finally, with assistance, they 
climbed up and out the door above. 

Yet, the couple agree, once the 
elevator was fixed, they slowly 
(although not immediately) became 
comfortable riding it again. 

Bob Guttman also used Area 
Access, paying about $17,000 
for his unenclosed elevator. It is 
hung on his inside kitchen wall, 
necessary since he has a stunning 

set of wooden stairs with several 
landings. He kept it stored on the 
second floor of his house for several 
years after his wife’s death. Then, 
with foot surgery a few months ago, 
the elevator allowed Bob to spend 
his days downstairs, his nights in 
his bedroom.

Now, the Guttman elevator again is 
unused. Area Access advised him 
to put baby powder on the supports 
“every once in a while.” The elevator 
was “great” when his wife was 
alive and a realtor friend advised 
Guttman to keep it after her death. 
Now, it is there when needed, a 
friendly aid for staying in his home 
when, or if, he becomes ill.

“I think about it occasionally, what 
I will need to do if things get bad. I 
think, if the time comes, I will build 
a ramp out of the kitchen.”

“For us,” Bob added, “it was a great 
purchase. Sometimes you buy 
something and you’re just pleased 
with it.”

Elevators continued from page 12

Janice Hedges is adding two home 
“elevators,” the lessor one to go beside 
a new, outdoor back porch to ease her 
active gardening.
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Capitol Hill Village members were treated to looking 
at rare globes of earth and the moon, and maps 
depicting Washington-area history (including the 

1562 Gutierrez map of the Chesapeake Bay). Few scholars 
have had the experience.

Even more rewarding, John Hebert, chief of the Library  
of Congress (LOC) Geography and Map Division (at  
far right in photo), has the gift of bringing history to 
life as he takes listeners through map and globe details. 
Hebert welcomed his Village visitors, promising, without 
exaggeration, they would leave the two-hour tour 
knowing geography and maps are “colorful, offer lots  
of stimulation.” 

By Leo Orleans

I would estimate that some 97 
percent of the world’s population 
sleeps on mattresses or facsimile, 

and yet, I don’t think I ever have 
seen anyone purchasing a mattress. 
I bet you haven’t either. 

As far as I’m concerned, all the 
mattresses already are in place. 
Oh, occasionally you might see 
someone spread out on a mattress 
in a department store —but was 
it a test or a rest? Based on my 
limited but multi-year experience, 
it is most unusual to spot a shopper 
in a mattress store or department 
and I believe that our local store, 
which opened some four years ago, 
typifies this problem. I walk by it at 
least four or five times a week and 
all I see is a melancholy sales person 
sitting at a desk in front of the 
window with hardly ever a visible 
potential purchaser anywhere in 
the vicinity. 

Since it is still in business, however, 
it must do better than cover 
expenses. In any case, because 
here on Capitol Hill we always 
are rooting for any business that 

ventures into the neighborhood, I 
would like to give its bottom line a 
significant boost. 

The idea came to me when my wife 
and I recently had occasion to spend 
a night in a large hotel that caters to 
a high-class clientele (I carried a tie 
in my hand). You know, one that has 
a gourmet restaurant, fancy robes 
hanging on the backs of bathroom 
doors, valet parking, an obsequious 
staff to take care of your wishes, and 
stuff like that. 

Anyway, the mattress revelation 
came to me soon after we turned 
off the lights and got into our 
king-sized bed with its king-sized 
mattress. I am sure that in the 
course of years, you, too, have 
noticed one similarity about king-
sized beds in swanky hotels: they 
always have significant dips on 
either side of the mattress with a 
little mound in the middle. 

And, since in these establishments 
nothing is done without 
considerable thought, we can be 
sure that the dips on the sides of 
these king-sized mattresses are 
designed to provide the guests 

with a special bonus. I believe that 
many couples, with and without 
advanced imaginations, would enjoy 
this unique sleep experience that is 
provided by five-star hotels. 

Upon our return, my first priority 
was a letter to the top management 
of our local mattress store. First, I 
explained that our neighborhood 
has become much more gentrified 
than it used to be and, therefore, 
better prepared for advanced 
mattresses. Second, I suggested that 
in order to fully appreciate the new 
product, a few of their executives 
should spend a night on king-sized 
beds in a high-class hotel. The 
obvious third step is to up-grade 
their stock with up-to-date, dip-on-
sides mattresses. And fourth, they 
should start planning for a valet 
parking system. 

RANDOM MUSINGS:  

perking Up our Neighborhood

Congessional Library Specialist Brings Maps, Globes To Life

 continued on page 15
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“This has reminded me of my love of school geography classes,” 
recalled one Village member. 

The map section holds 5.5 million maps, the world’s largest collection. 
It also has a rubbing of a stone map of China dating back to 1300 AD, 
along with military maps of Iran from last year (used by soldiers on 
CDs as VDs).

Officials from Argentina and Chili together viewed maps there 
during a fight over national boundaries. Boundaries are a continuing 
issue among many Latin and South American countries, and the LOC 
map room a frequent host for those involved, Hebert explained.

LOC Maps, Globes continued from page 14

Fearing that removal of the 
enormous old tree, trunk and all, 
would destroy the garden that lives 
among its roots, I decided to keep 
the trunk. Considering various 
options for artistic transformation, I 
decided a feathered friend would be 
an appropriate addition to my front 
yard, and that owls were my current 
favorites (I’ve been a birder for much 
of my adult life).

Tree artists aren’t common in the 
Washington area, although I did 
find a couple of hatchet hackers. 
Close friends in Annapolis watched 
a wood carver at the Maryland State 
Fair, reported his work as excellent, 
and suggested I contact him. 

I found Marty Long’s artwork on 
his Internet site, knew he was the 
artist I’d been seeking, and quickly 
called him. “I’ve never worked in 
Washington and would love to come 
down,” Marty responded, “but I 
have 50 jobs ahead of you.” 

“So add me to your list,” I said.

Periodically, I called Marty, who 
lives with wife and two children 
near the Main Line outside of 
Philadelphia (where his work 
appears frequently), to remind him 

my oak trunk was waiting. Very 
occasionally, he initiated the call to 
say I was moving up the list.

On April 6, Marty drove into my 
driveway/alley and started sawing. 
He used three sizes of electric 
saws, always wearing ear-and-eye 
protectors as he sawed away. What 
was to be a two-day job extended 
to four. Marty said that once he 
realized how close my home is to 
the U.S. Capitol, he decided it should 
be “my best work, a memorial.”

Neighbors and others came by to 
see Marty at work, and then came 
again to view his progress. Adults 
he signaled to view the proceedings 
from the alley; for little kids, he 
stopped work, removed his ear 
protectors, and invited them into 
the yard for a close look and to chat. 
Some assumed Marty was through 
on day one, others on day two, but 
his mind and saws rendered more 
and more details. My new, feathered 
family came alive.

Marty’s last step was to brush oil 
heavily on the newly opened wood. 
He told me the oiling needs to be 
repeated many times in the next 
few weeks, and then less frequently 
as fall approaches. With oil deep 

into its wood, the oak tree and 
owl family will stand forever, only 
requiring another coat each spring – 
and maybe each fall.

So, next time you are walking or 
driving on South Carolina Avenue 
SE, look toward my house. Feel free 
to stop and meet Momma Tsgili 
(Cherokee for great horned owl), 
and walk into the yard to view her 
owlets, Warren and Pat. My late 
husband was Warren Howard, my 
sister is Pat.

I will serve iced tea to visitors  
I know.

Owl Family continued from page 6

Treasures viewed by the CHV members included a rare Russian globe of the 
dark side of the moon and a handmade globe (far right) of the earth showing the 
ocean floor and the location of the mid-Atlantic Ocean ridge. (Watch Hebert talk 
about the globe at: http://myloc.gov/Multimedia/GlobalPlateTectonics.aspx) 
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By Joanna Shaw-Eagle

Though a wonderful, thought-
provoking show, the National 
Gallery’s “Gauguin – Maker 

of Myth” won’t knock you over 
with sexy women in a Tahitian 
paradise. Rather, Gauguin’s women 
often appear a-sexual and sad, 
perhaps mirroring the artist’s 
disappointment in finding the 
French colony alcohol-and-disease 
ridden.

Arriving in 1891, with the Tahiti 
of his dreams gone, Gauguin 
(1848 - 1903) set about painting the 
island’s past. Among these images 

is the exhibit’s 1899 “Two Tahitian 
Women,” recently attacked by a 
female visitor as “evil.”

Instead, the artist wanted to create 
a mysterious, enigmatic world 
through their block-like bodies and 
expressionless eyes.

In his search for mystery, Gauguin 
turned not only to local stories, but 
to Biblical, Hindu, and Buddhist 
ones as well.

For example, he carved his beloved 
moon goddess Hina and earth god 
Fatu with a gentle touch. More 
passionately, Gauguin painted 

himself as an orange-haired Christ 
in the 1889 “Garden of Olives.” 
The stepped Indonesian Buddhist 
monument “Barabadur” provided 
the central figure’s quiet yogic pose 
in the 1902 “Barbaric Stories.”

Various critics have likened Pablo 
Picasso’s 1906 monumental females 
to the Primitivism of Gauguin’s last 
women, which is a good way of 
looking at this show.

The show is open through June 5 
in the East Building of the National 
Gallery of Art.

On March 30, Capitol Hill Village 
members (and many members of 
the public) had a guided tour of the 
extremely popular “Gauguin: Maker 
of Myth” exhibit at the National 
Gallery of Art. CHV members 
toured the exhibit just two days 
before the much-publicized attack 
on one of its featured paintings, 
“Two Tahitian Women.”

Twelve village members signed 
up for the pre-tour, Italian-themed 
luncheon in the Gallery’s Garden 
Cafe. Unfortunately, some canceled 
at the last moment while others 
appeared without having reserved 
a place. 

A few CHV members said they 
would arrive just for the tour, but 
over 20 appeared at the exhibit 
entrance. The weather that day was 
inclement, and a good number of 
tourists who were driven indoors 
also joined “our” Gauguin tour 
(which was open to the public), 
creating a typical Washington 
crowd scene. 

CHV members Shirley and Gene 
Rosenfeld remarked that in their 15 
years of service as volunteers at the 
National Gallery, they never had 
seen so large a group for a public 
tour. Some CHV members dropped 
out to view the show on their own. 
Most members remained in order 
to hear Staff Lecturer Russell Sales 
describe the development and 
context of Gauguin’s art and the 
artist’s compelling and complex  
life story.

In order to continue taking advan-
tage of Gallery exhibits, and allow 
time for lunch, the Village began 
scheduling events in connection 
with “public” tours. This worked 
well for the beautiful “Chester Dale: 
From Impressionism to Modernism” 
exhibit. Shirley tries to schedule 
events for midweek, when the 
Gallery generally is less busy and 
during the middle of the day for the 
convenience of our members.

The irony of the Gauguin experience 
was that CHV members could have 
had a specially arranged “private” 

tour of the exhibit, if only we could 
have assured the museum that we 
would bring 25 participants. 

The Gauguin experience 
underscores a recurring problem 
for the volunteers who schedule 
special events. Capitol Hill Village 
loves to provide members with 
special opportunities within our 
nation’s capital. Library of Congress 
specialists open historical materials 
especially for CHV tours; Capitol 
Hill restaurants refuse other clients 
in order to reserve places for 
Village get-togethers. We want to 
build a reputation for fulfilling our 
promises for attendance. But we 
need your help.

Please notify the Capitol Hill 
Village office that you will attend 
a particular event (don’t just “show 
up”). If you sign up for an event 
but are unable to attend, just call to 
the office to cancel. Our generous 
museum staff friends will thank 
you; our Hill restaurant managers 
will thank you; and our CHV staff 
and volunteers will thank you!

Help Us avoid Event Sign-up SNaFUs

gauguin paintings often “asexual and Sad”
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Upcoming Events continued from page 1

not accepted in weekly home trash pickup. 
For the list of accepted wastes, check the DC 
hazardous wastes website: http://dpw.dc.gov/
DC/DPW/Services+on+your+block/recycling/
household+hazardous+waste+-+E-cycling-
+document+shredding

Call 202.543.1778 or e-mail info@capitolhillvillage.
org by noon, Friday, May 6, to request a pickup or 
volunteer to assist with the drive.

Members only

thursday, May 12 • 9:00 am–6:00 pm
Richmond, Virginia

Day Trip to Richmond Museum  
of Fine Arts
Our first trip out of town! The Richmond Museum is 
hosting two blockbuster exhibits that are appearing 

nowhere else in the 
United States. One 
features Picasso paintings 
from the Picasso Museum 
in Paris and the other, 
Nigerian sculpture. 
Museum senior-rate  
fees are $22 for the 
Picasso exhibit and $6  
for the Nigerian, for a 
total of $28.

We also will see (at 
no additional cost) a 
remarkable collection of 
Faberge’ Easter eggs, for 
which the museum is 
famous. There is a café 
for lunch, or you may 
bring your own.

Payment for the 
museum tour will be 
required before the 
trip, with payment 

and transportation details to follow. Sign up by 
Monday, May 2, (so transportation can be arranged) 
by contacting CHV at 202.543.1778 or info@
capitolhillvillage.org.

Open to members and friends

Friday, May 13 • Starting 9:00 am
Your home

Book Donation Monthly Pickup
Friends of the SE Library will be picking up 
donations of used books, records, and music and 
movie CDs and DVDs from Capitol Hill Village 
members’ front porches. The items will be included 
in the monthly used-book sale Saturday, May 14 (10 
am to 3 pm), in the basement of the library at 7th 
Street SE, just off Pennsylvania Avenue.

Friday, May 13 • 6:30 pm
107 D Street NE

Dinner at The Monocle
RESERvATIONS ONLY — contact the CHV office by 3 
p.m. on Wednesday, May 11

A Capitol Hill landmark restaurant, The Monocle 
has been in business over 50 years. The restaurant 
again is offering a 3-course “tasting menu” dinner 
for $25. This fixed price (including taxes and 
gratuity) provides a choice between two salads, 
a beef or salmon entree, and two desserts. It does 
not include the cost of wine, beer, or coffee. CASH 
ONLY. There will be no more than six diners at a 
table for easy conversations. This is an opportunity 
to get to know other CHV members and to introduce 
potential members to a social benefit of belonging 
to the Village. The restaurant is accessible by ramp; 
restrooms are up one flight of steps.

To reserve space, you must call the CHV office (543-
1778) by 3 p.m. on Wednesday, May 11th. 

And, if you reserve and then your plans change, 
please call the office to cancel. There might well be 
someone on a waiting list who could take your place. 
We are able to arrange fixed-price meals because we 
let the restaurant know in advance how many diners 
to expect.

Open to members, potential members, and volunteers

Please RSVP to all events, and let the CHV 
office know if you need a ride, by calling 
202.543.1778 during regular office hours or  
by e-mailing info@capitolhillvillage.org

Celebrate African Art!
V I R G I N I A  M U S E U M  O F  F I N E  A R T S  |  S TART ING FEB  12 ,  2011 

V I R G I N I A  M U S E U M  O F  F I N E  A R T S  |  2 0 0  N .  Bou levard |  www.VMFA.museum

Come help us celebrate the opening of two 
fabulous displays of African art at VMFA!

VMFA’s permanent collection of  masks, tex-
tiles, and ceremonial objects from more than 
a hundred African cultures will be on view in 
the new Dominion Resources Gallery starting 
Feb 12. 

Admission to all VMFA’s permanent collection 
galleries is free.

Dynasty and Divinity: Ife Art in Ancient Nigeria, 
a landmark special exhibition of spectacular 
sculptures from West Africa, will be on view 
Feb 12–May 22.

T ICKETS 
Free VMFA members and children 6 and under
$8 Adults
$6 Students with ID, adult groups of 10+,  
 youth ages 7–17 

TOURS
Adult groups: 804.340.1575 or kathy.parrish@
vmfa.museum
Student groups: 804.340.1419 or tourservices@
vmfa.museum

VMFA’s new African Art gallery is named in honor of a generous donation from 
Dominion Resources, a presenting sponsor for Dynasty and Divinity: Ife Art in 
Ancient Nigeria

Head with Crown, 14th–early 15th century, copper alloy. National Commission for 
Museums and Monuments, Nigeria. Photo courtesy Museum for African Art/Fun-
dación Botín. Photo by Karin L. Willis. PDF © 2010 Virginia Museum of Fine Arts  
Jan (5999-142) 

It’s your art.
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Saturday, May 14 • 8:00 pm
Atlas Performing Arts Center, 1333 H Street NE 

From Berlin to Sunset
A cabaret about the constellation of émigré artists 
in 1940s Hollywood, presented by the InSeries. 
Imagine a musical gathering on a rooftop on Sunset 
Boulevard: Friedrich Hollaender is playing the tunes 
Marlene Dietrich sings in Billy Wilder`s “A Foreign 
Affair,” someone is praising Erich Korngold`s 
stunning music for Bette Davis` “Deception,” 
someone else wonders why Hollywood has not 
made better use of Kurt Weill`s haunting songs, and 
many worry that Hanns Eisler might be deported! 

Our special ticket price is $32. Call the office to sign 
up no later than May 2, request a ride if needed, 
then send a check to CHV, Box 15126, Washington, 
DC 20003-126. If you will require accessible seating, 
please notify the CHV office when signing up.

Members and their guests

tuesday, May 17 6:00–7:30 pm
Private home, very few steps at entrance

Literary Club
The book for May is The 
Master and Margarita, by 
Mikhail Bulkakov. The 
New York Times calls the 
novel “One of the truly 
great Russian novels of this 
century.” Completed in the 
1940’s, but not published 
until the 1960’s, the novel is 
a satiric look at Soviet life 
during the Stalinist period. 
Mixing historical, realistic, 

and imaginary elements, the novel is set in both 
1930’s Moscow and ancient Jerusalem. Often called a 
work of “narrative genius,” the book explores love, 
loyalty, and good and evil. It includes a large cast 
of disparate characters: poets, artists, and corrupt 
Russian bureaucrats, as well as Stalin, Satan, Jesus, 
and Pontius Pilate. One American reader called The 
Master and Margarita one of the “most moving books 
I’ve ever read.” Call the office to sign up by Monday, 
May 16.

Members and volunteers

thursday, May 19 • 7:00–9:00 pm
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, 118 3rd Street SE

Future of Social Security 
A panel of Social Security experts, including AARP 
DC, will lead a community conversation concerning 
the future of Social Security. 

Social Security is a safety net for middle-class 
seniors and a lifeline for thousands more. For 75 
years, people have paid into Social Security with 
the guarantee that, in return for their hard-earned 
dollars, they’ll receive a retirement benefit. Current 
federal budget talks are raising questions about 
possible future changes in those benefits. 

Open to all

Sunday May 22 • 4:00–6:00 pm
Private home

African Art Collection
Enjoy wine and cheese at the home of Lydia 
Robbins, who will talk about her collection of 
African Art. Her husband, Warren Robbins, founded 
the Museum of African Art, which started on A 
Street NE in a house once owned by Frederick 
Douglass. In 1979, he donated the buildings and 
collection to the Smithsonian, which opened the 
National Museum of African Art on the Mall in 1987. 

Upcoming Events continued from page 17

Please RSVP to all events, and let the CHV 
office know if you need a ride, by calling 
202.543.1778 during regular office hours or  
by e-mailing info@capitolhillvillage.org

Go Katie!
Come on out and cheer on our very own incoming 
Executive Director, Katie McDonough, as she runs in 
the Capitol Hill Classic 10K on Sunday, May 15. 

Race starts at 8:30 am. Visit www.capitolhillclassic.
com for the race route.
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In addition to African art, you will see a wonderful 
collection of Western art.

This will be open to a limited number, so don’t 
hesitate to call the office to sign up now. Deadline to 
sign up: Friday, May 20. 

Members and their guests

Friday, May 27 11:30–12:30 am
Southeast Library, 7th and D Streets SE

Balance Class
Join other members in this monthly balance class, 
which will help you recognize that strength and 
agility are the best defenses against falls. Practice 
skills that will keep you on your feet. The class is 
taught by a physical therapist volunteering from 
Physiotherapy Associates. Please RSVP to the  
CHV office.

Members only

Wednesdays at 6:30 pm
Townhomes of Capitol Hill, 750 6th Street SE

Yoga
The Townhomes Yoga class is a beginners class that 
incorporates the fundamentals of yoga, including 
step-back sun salutations, standing poses, hip-
openers, seated poses, twists, backbends, and 
basic inversions. Breathing exercises are explored 
as students begin to link movement through 
the postures with inhale and exhale. This class 
provides a nurturing environment to help you 
gain flexibility, strength, balance, and relaxation. 
Whether you practice on a yoga mat or in a chair, 
this class serves those new to yoga and anyone 
seeking a refresher on the basics. 

Members and volunteers 

tuesdays and thursdays 10:00 am
Capitol Hill Presbyterian Church, 4th Street and 
Independence Avenue SE

Qigong
The gentle, but powerful, Chinese movement 
exercise known as Qigong (pronounced chee gong) 
is offered by CHV member Joni Bell. Joni has 
practiced this discipline for ten years. Her strength 
and balance have improved and she credits the 
activity with helping her as a 30-year patient with 
multiple sclerosis. The twice-weekly classes are free 
for CHV members, last 30-40 minutes.

Members only

Every Monday 4:00 pm
Garfield Park, South Carolina Ave. at 2nd Street SE

Petanque
Join a group of Capitol Hill game enthusiasts each 
Monday for a friendly game of Petanque. Petanque 
is the French game of boules, similar to the Italian 
game of bocce. Petanque players gather at Garfield 
Park at 4:00 pm on Mondays. Paul Cromwell 
provides instruction for beginners. For further 
information, call Paul at 543-7530.

Open to all

Continuing Events

Upcoming Events continued from page 18


