
NEWS
“Were You There?” to Observe 
50th Anniversary of 1963 March 
on Washington

By Claire Brindley

On August 28, 1963, the National 
Mall filled with more than 
200,000 people from all over 

the nation, gathered for a singular 
purpose: to take part in the March 
on Washington for Jobs and 
Freedom—young and old, black and 

white, in an unprecedented display 
of solidarity.

To observe both the 50th 
anniversary of this pivotal event and 
Black History Month, Capitol Hill 
Village and the Ruth Ann Overbeck 
Capitol Hill History Project are 
hosting a free, public event: “Were 
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Capitol Hill Swang for 
the Inauguaration at 
the 2013 Gala
By Diane Brockett 

Inaugural Parties can be fun for 
everyone. At least Capitol Hill 
Village’s fifth Stardust Gala — 

“Swing for the Swearing In: Capitol 
Hill’s Own Inaugural Ball” —
proved it so.
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
27 28

Pilates, 10	am,	
see	p.	18
Generation Fit, 
10:30	am,	see	
p.	18
Petanque,	4	pm,	
see	p.	18

29
Qigong,	10	am,	
see	p.	18
RSVP by 12 noon 
for Feb. 10 play 
"Race"

30
Dance,	9:15	am,	see	
p.	18
Mahjong,	3	pm,	see	
p.	18
RSVP by 12 noon for 
Feb. 8  Chihuly exhibit 
tour

31
Qigong,	10	am,	see	
p.	18
Contact the office 
by noon to arrange 
Feb. 2 Hazardous 
Waste pickup

Feb. 1 2
Hazardous Waste 
Pickup, Starting	
at	9	am,	see	p.	15

3 4
Pilates, 10	am,	
see	p.	18
Generation Fit, 
10:30	am,	see	
p.	18
Petanque,	4	pm,	
see	p.	18

5
Qigong,	10	am,	
see	p.	18

6
Dance,	9:15	am,	see	
p.	18
Mahjong,	3	pm,	see	
p.	18	
RSVP by 12 noon for 
Feb. 9 Student Service 
Saturday and 3 pm for 
Feb. 8 book pickup

7
Qigong,	10	am,	see	
p.	18

8
Book Donation 
Pickup, starting	at	
9	am,	see	p.	15
Chihuly Exhibit, 9	
am,	see	p.	15

9
Student Service 
Saturday, Starting	
at	10	am,	see	
p.	15

10
Race,	3	pm,	
see	page	16

11
Pilates, 10	am,	
see	p.	18
Generation Fit, 
10:30	am,	see	
p.	18
Petanque,	4	pm,	
see	p.	18

12
Qigong,	10	am,	
see	p.	18
RSVP by 3 pm 
for Feb. 13 Love 
Songs Sing-
along

13
Dance,	9:15	am,	see	
p.	18
Mahjong,	3	pm,	see	
p.	18
Love Songs Sing-
Along,	5	pm,	see	p.	
16
RSVP by 12 noon for 
Feb. 14 Cinephiles 
Club

14
Qigong,	10	am,	see	
p.	18
Cinephiles Club,	
6-7:30	pm,	see	
p.	16

15 16

17 18
Pilates, 10	am,	
see	p.	18
Generation Fit, 
10:30	am,	see	
p.	18
Petanque,	4	pm,	
see	p.	18

19
Qigong,	10	am,	
see	p.	18
Literary Club,	
6-7:30	pm,	see	
p.	16

20
Dance,	9:15	am,	see	
p.	18
Mahjong,	3	pm,	see	
p.	18
Salon Dinner: Drs. 
Who Make House 
Calls,	6:30	pm,	see	
p.	16
RSVP by noon for Feb. 
22 Balance class

21
Qigong,	10	am,	see	
p.	18

22
Balance class, 
12:30	pm,	see	
p.	16
Democratic Club 
Dinner, 6:30	pm,	
see	p.	16
RSVP by 12 noon 
for Feb. 24 Potluck

23
★ ★ ★ ★
Were You There? 
Remembering 
the 1963 March 
on Washington,  
1:30	pm,	see	p.	1

24
Vegetarian 
Potluck, 2	pm,	
see	p.	17

25
Pilates, 10	am,	
see	p.	18
Generation Fit, 
10:30	am,	see	
p.	18

26
Qigong,	10	am,	
see	p.	18

27
Dance,	9:15	am,	see	
p.	18
Mahjong,	3	pm,	see	
p.	18
RSVP by noon for Feb. 
28 Opera Society

28
Village Opera 
Society,	5	pm,	see	
p.	18
Salon Dinner: 
Father Bill Byrne,	
6:30	pm,	see	p.	18

Mar. 1 2

For more information about any event, or to RSVP for an event, call the CHV office at 202.543.1778  
during regular office hours (9 am to 5 pm) or e-mail info@capitolhillvillage.org

February 2013 Events
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Before we go any further into 
2013, I would like to extend my 
appreciation to all of our 

donors who supported Capitol  
Hill Village in our year-end  
appeal campaign. Our goal this  
year was $30,000, and you raised 
$37,000! These funds are essential  
to the day-to-day operations of  
the organization. 

on behalf of the staff and board, 
thank you!

Capitol Hill Village continues 
to thrive through its services, 
volunteers, staff, board and 
creativity. Throughout the last five 
years, the number of CHV services 
has increased dramatically, from 
over 570 services in 2008 (1.6 per 
day) to 2,931 services in 2012 (8.1 
services per day). This nearly 200 
percent increase demonstrates 
that our services are valuable, the 
organization is trusted, and our 
members are repeatedly satisfied 
with vendors and volunteers. 

In addition, our membership has 
grown since CHV opened its doors 
in 2008, from just 116 household 
memberships to the present 275, 
an over 42 percent increase. Our 
statistician, Mike Canning, has 

written a report that you can order 
from the office (see page 5). 

Not only has CHV gained relevance 
in the Capitol Hill community, but 
in the national Village network as 
well. Researchers from Rutgers 
University, University of California 
Berkley, University of Maryland and 
University of Maryland Schools of 
Social Work recently published a 
report of a national Village Survey 
(the full report can be accessed 
here.) Their finding showed that 
Capitol Hill Village remains a 

 continued on page 4
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From the Executive Director…

of the National Capital Area

CHV #55474 Characteristic Villages Nationally Capitol Hill Village

Average number of years in operation 3 years 5 years

Percentage with at least one paid  
staff member

78.8 % 3 FTE

Average number of monthly volunteers 42 110

Median size of budget $82,643 $293,070

Median percent of total budget from 
membership dues

49.9% 50%

Average costs of individual 
membership

$430.75 $530.00

Percentage offering discounted 
membership

65.2 % Yes

Median number of village members  
at the beginning of 2012

96 260
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http://www.capitolhillvillage.org
http://www.capitolhillvillage.org
http://www.youtube.com/user/capitolhillvillage
http://twitter.com/#!/CapHillVillage
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Capitol-Hill-Village/127305553985496?sk=wall
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From the Executive Director continued from page 3

leader in the movement through 
the growth, creativity and energy it 
brings to the movement.

The comparison on page 3  
gives you a snapshot of CHV’s 
national position.

There never has been a better time 
to support Capitol Hill Village by 

becoming a member and making a 
philanthropic contribution. 

Although CHV becomes more 
successful every day, we are a long 
way from being sustainable. To 
continue to grow, we need new 
members who will invest their 
time, talent and dollars to the 

organization. Through its growth, 
Capitol Hill Village has become 
more vibrant, active and fulfilling of 
social and educational needs for an 
increasing number of its members. 
Now is the time to join, not later. 

Grow with us!

—Katie McDonough

by Mike Canning 

If one dimension of Capitol Hill Village is the 
social networking it provides, another essential 
dimension is the quality and extent of its services 

to members. The Village has, from its inception, 
kept a record of all of its service requests, grouped 
by fiscal year (which runs October 1 to September 
30 each year), and the growth in that sphere has 
been phenomenal, all due to the organization’s 
outstanding staff and volunteers. 

The Village’s service requests are divided into 
eight categories: “Transportation;” “In-home 
Assistance” (tasks performed in a home, such as 
furniture moving or organizing papers); “Home 
Maintenance” (including both professional and 
volunteer services to maintain home); “Convenience 
Services” (chores like pet care and shopping); 
“Gardening; “Technology Assistance” (help with 
televisions, computers, or any electronic devices); 
“Medical Advocacy” (accompanying members to 
hospital or doctors’ appointments); and “Other.” 

The trend in the rise of services has been clear, as 
the table of services shows (below). The first full 
fiscal year showed the Village receiving 571 requests 

for services, a number that was thought ambitious at 
the time. That figure rose steadily over CHV’s first 
five years to 2,931 in Fiscal Year 2012, an increase of 
over 400 percent! 

Within that number, transportation always has 
been a major service, averaging about a third of 
requests in the first two years, but hovering around 
50 percent of all services in the last three years 
(2009-2012). Among other service categories, home 
maintenance (which includes vetted vendors) and 
in-home assistance usually have held second or 
third place. 

The special – even definitive – volunteer nature 
of Capitol Hill Village is shown in the percentage 
of all the service requests that have been handled 
by volunteers. At the beginning, just over three-
quarters of requests were serviced by volunteers; 
the rest by commercial service providers. That 
percentage has increased steadily as our volunteer 
corps itself has increased, until, by 2011-2012, 92 
percent of all service requests were handled by 
Village volunteers. We have an impressive record, 
indeed, that probably is unique in the nationwide 
village experience. 

Growth in Capitol Hill Village Volunteer Capacity and Service Requests

Year
Membership: 

Households (individuals) Volunteers
Total Service 

Requests
Requests 
Per Day

2008 116 (174) 80 571 1.6

2009 218 (330) 150 1,453 4.0

2010 247 (346) 200 2,380 6.5

2011 259 (372) 270 2,585 7.1

2012 256 (378) 275 2,931 8.0

Increase in CHV Services 
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By Karen Stuck

Have you ever wished that 
when traveling to another city 
you could get some firsthand 

advice from a local? If so, you will 
be interested in the National Village 
Exchange initiative that Capitol Hill 
Village is pilot testing with Villages in 
eight other cities.

Here’s how it would work. You are 
taking a trip, and would like advice 
on the best place to stay, things to 
do, and where to eat. You call the 
Capitol Hill Village office and request 
assistance—just like you do right 
now for Village services. Capitol Hill 
Village will contact the Village in your 
destination city, and a contact from 
the host Village will be identified to 
provide information to you. 

Members participating in the 
exchange also may be able to take 
advantage of activities sponsored by 
the host Village, such as discounted 
tickets for the theatre or other social 
and cultural events.

Following are the Villages 
participating in the pilot test; their 
websites provide information on the 
programs they offer:

• A Little Help, Denver:  
www.alittlehelp.org

• Ashby Village, Berkeley, CA: 
www.ashbyvillage.org

• Avenidas Village, Palo Alto, CA: 
www.avenidas.org/village

• Cambridge at Home, Cambridge, 
MA: www.cambridgeathome.org

• Columbine Community 
Village, Littleton, CO: www.
columbinecommunityvillage.org

• Lincoln Park Village, Chicago: 
www.lincolnparkvillage.org

• Gramatan Village, Bronxville, NY: 
www.gramatanvillage.org

• Monadnock at Home, Jafferey, 
NH: www.monadnockathome.org

“This is another effort to bring 
more benefits to Village members,“ 
according to Executive Director Katie 

National Village Exchange

Report on Capitol Hill Village is Available

Capitol Hill Village is being 
recognized nationally as 
a model for giving older 

residents the ability to remain in 
their own homes as they age.

Recently, the Village released a 
document entitled “Capitol Hill 
Village: A History of Its First Five 
Years” to educate interested city 
groups nationally and others  
about how the Capitol Hill 
neighborhood tackled what has 
become an ever-more complicated, 
yet successful Village. 

The author is Mike Canning, one 
of 12 long-time CH residents who 
initiated CHV with months of weekly 
meetings beginning in March 2006, 
and formally opened Capitol Hill 
Village doors October 1, 2007.

Canning describes the Village’s 
first five years 2007-2012 as times 
of Constructing, Corroborating, 
Consolidating, Cruising, and 
Constancy. He details the new 
programs that worked, a few that 
didn’t, issues that needed exploring, 
periodic planning sessions, and a 
happy summer Village gathering in 
2012 where it was noted, “the state of 
the Village is good.”

The initiating committee “somehow 
found the right combination of skills, 
backgrounds, and knowledge in its 
progenitors to get the necessary jobs 
done readily and efficiently — and 
without rancor or whimper — and 
launch a village viable beyond 
their best imaginings,” the report 
concludes. Also important was the 

hiring of “its first paragon director 
and her exemplary successor,” plus 
adding board members willing to 
work hard.

“Perhaps most importantly, 
the whole intricate complex of 
strong leadership and committed 
membership meshed to form a 
community-based enterprise which 
has become and, hopefully, will 
remain, a model for the nation.”

The 16-page booklet was created 
to be sold for $15 among a package 
of information reports available to 
communities exploring creating a 
village. Village members can obtain 
a copy for $10 by contacting the  
CHV office.

McDonough. “The pilot test is in 
operation, so CHV members can take 
advantage of the service now.”

The National Village Exchange pilot 
test is managed by the Village -to 
-Village Network, whose director, 
Judy Willett, pointed out that it can 
“foster a spirit of connection and 
community among Village members 
nationwide and even internationally.” 

“The pilot Villages were chosen for 
their location and the length of time 
they have been open, and some were 
so excited to join the program they 
volunteered to be part of the pilot,” 
she said. “This program will enhance 
people’s travel and be fun! That is a 
very important part of life and the 
Village experience.”

CHV Travel Club members will serve 
as the designated contacts when 
Villagers in other cities contact CHV. 

The pilot program will run for a few 
months, and then will be open for all 
Villages to offer to their members. 
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You There? Remembering the 
1963 March on Washington.” The 
remembrance will be on Saturday, 
February 23 at Lutheran Church of 
the Reformation.

Whether or not they were marchers 
themselves, Capitol Hill residents 
were awash in the happenings of 
that August day: mothers watching 
marchers’ children in the summer 
heat, those children seeing streams 
of people make their way through 
the neighborhood to the Mall, 
families standing on the steps of the 
Lincoln Memorial. These memories 
and others will be evoked during 
the “Were You There” event.

The venture will bring the stories 
of participants together in a panel 
presentation along with some young 
voices of today continuing the civil 
rights conversation. 

The keynote speaker is paul 
Delaney, an honored journalist 
who received the 2010 Lifetime 
Achievement Award from the 
National Association of Black 
Journalists. Beginning with the 
Atlanta Constitution through a 

Were You There? continued from page 1

23-year career with The New York 
Times, Delaney covered most of the 
important figures and events of the 
Civil Rights Movement. Delaney 
was born in Montgomery, Alabama, 
and his grandparents hosted many 
Martin Luther King rallies in their 
Holt Street Baptist Church "because 
it was big enough and other 
preachers were too chicken."

A chorus of 6th-8th graders from 
Friendship Public Charter School, 

Chamberlain campus, will perform 
songs of the civil rights era. A 
new generation of orators — two 
winners of the “I Have a Dream” 
speech contest, a middle school 
and a high school student — will 
deliver their own contemporary 
interpretations of Martin Luther 
King, Jr.’s vision for America. Four 
students winners in the contest, 
initiated by CHV and the Overbeck 
Project, will share $2,250 in 
scholarship awards.

rev. edward a. Hailes, Jr. will be 
the panel moderator, which consists 
of those present for the March and 
active in the civil rights movement. 
Rev. Hailes is a civil rights attorney, 
ordained Baptist minister, and 

Above: Paul Delany, keynote speaker at 
the Feb. 23rd "Were You There" program, 
as a news reporter covered many 
desegregation events throughout the 
South. Mr. Delaney is standing next to the 
Holt Street Baptist Church in Montgomery, 
Alabama where his grandfather was 
pastor and site of many Martin Luther 
King rallies that other local churches 
feared to host. The plaque notes that his 
father, John P. Delaney, was one builders 
of the church's education building in 1946.
Left: A small portion of the people who 
showed up on August 28, 1963 to march 
for jobs and freedom.
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was appointed 
by President 
Clinton as General 
Counsel for the 
U.S. Commission 
on Civil Rights.

The panel 
members are 
steeped in the 

history of the civil rights movement 
and have stirring stories of action 
for change. Courtland Cox, a 
student at Howard University in 
1963, worked to desegregate public 

facilities, and represented the 
Student Nonviolent Coordinating 
Committee on the Steering 
Committee for the March. 

rev. reginald M. green 
participated in the Richmond, 
Virginia student sit-ins of the early 
1960s, and fought segregation as a 
freedom rider. He now is retired 
after forty years as a pastor. 

Other testimonials will come from 
Nellie Hailes, the mother of Rev. 
Hailes, and Capitol Hill residents 

and civil rights pioneers ready to 
share their experiences.

“Were You There? Remembering 
the 1963 March on Washington” 
takes place at 1:30 pm (doors open 
at 1:00 pm) on Saturday, February 
23 at Lutheran Church of the 
Reformation, 212 E. Capitol St. NE. 
Go to www.CapitolHillHistory.org/
Memories to submit stories of the 
March on Washington and contact 
Pat Brockett at pbrockett@dwx.com 
or 202.431.4099 for more information 
about the event.

Capitol Hill residents for the  
long term.

Capitol Hill Village lives its mission 
with all of you helping to make  
that possible. The partnership 
of Capitol Hill neighbors and 
businesses is powerful.

The Capitol Hill Village annual gala 
increasingly has covered operating 
expenses that membership dues 
cannot. Thanks for coming and 
having a good time. There will 
be other opportunities in 2013 to 
enjoy yourself, while supporting an 
organization that is there for you 
and your neighbors.

—Gail Kohn

Three years ago, a new Capitol 
Hill Village member made 
an appointment with me. She 

wanted to tell me about her vision of 
where she and her husband wanted 
to reside in the future.

She said, “We could buy a fading 
building and renovate it with 
apartments and shared space for 
meals and social time.”

The apartments, she thought, could 
be designed by the occupants to fit 
their life needs.

The shared kitchen, dining and 
other social space would enable 
those who live there to spend time 
together without going to a different 
floor in the building.

Now, three years later, we know 
that interest in one floor housing 
on Capitol Hill has become more 
widespread among Capitol Hill 
Village members.

Some are willing to move to ready-
to-occupy units, while others like 
the idea of being a part of the design 
and construction process. Why not 
explore both?

This spring, the Housing Commit-
tee, is planning a symposium with 

From the Advisor to the Board… 

Staying in the Neighborhood
landowners, contractors, Capitol 
Hill Village members, DC decision 
makers and others who are inter-
ested in comparing notes and ideas. 
We hope to synergize desirable 
housing on Capitol Hill, so mem-
bers can stay in the neighborhood 
even if they want to leave their 
multi-story home.

Capitol Hill Village is ready to 
facilitate staying where you are,  
no matter where that might be in 
the neighborhood.

Raising Funds and Fun
Capitol Hill Village has done it 
again and again, thanks to you and 
others. We sustain the organization, 
while enjoying one another’s 
company, remembering and 
creating new memories. Slowly the 
image of Capitol Hill Village as an 
organization for only old and frail  
is fading. The real Capitol  
Hill Village is for everyone living  
in the neighborhood. 

CHV’s mission: We are a 
neighborhood nonprofit 
organization that aims to sustain 
and enrich the community of 

Were You There? continued from page 6

Rev. Hailes
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Uncle Sam (Gerard Dunphy), 
dressed top to bottom in red, white 
and blue striped tail and top hot, was 
politically indiscriminate in hugging 
attendees of the Capitol Hill Village 
2012 Gala. Two others joined the 
mood, one dressed as a donkey, one 
an elephant.

The evening seemed more “playful” 
than past Gala’s, noted one observor, 
“fully entertaining but not over 
flowing.” (Plenty of chairs around 
the dance floor for everyone.)

The Wheel of Fortune whirled much 
of the night, winners entitled to 
political buttons, gift cards, or a kiss 
from Uncle Sam or the Statue  
of Liberty.

Buttons of former US Presidents 
Cleveland, Roosevelt, Eisenhower 
and Kennedy quickly were grabbed 
to decorate lapels. Also popular items 
offered for purchase were suffragette 
posters, one selling for $400.

In one corner of the dance hall hung 
a swing, over a green carpet; its 
ropes flowed with flower buds. The 
swing was auctioned to a friend of 
the British Embassy, who will hang it 
outside the British Embassy School.

Near the entrance to the Gala dance 
floor, two drink booths on opposite 
sides of the door, —one a flowing 
speakeasy, the other staffed by the 

Prohibition Party where they poured 
sparkling and plain water with a 
smile. Just down the hallway, two 
young women dressed as Statues of 
Liberty, offered wine, soda or water.

Nearby, Tea Party representatives 
served deserts.

And, in honor of the Capitol Hill 
Village Gala Ball occurring just two 
nights before President Obama’s 
second Inauguration, life-size 
cutouts of the President and our 
First Lady, Michelle, stood ready for 
partiers to pose for photos. Nearby 
was a “Big Cheese” and crackers 
table, with Bryan Cassidy, dressed as 
cheddar, serving.

The evening at the Atlas Performing 
Arts Center on H Street NE drew 255 

dancers, and 40 volunteers. Riggs 
and the Allstars band kept the dance 
floor full of swinging all night. 
Those preferring slow dancing were 
also not disappointed.

The Capitol Hill Village annual 
fundraiser netted $52,000, just over 
its $50,000 goal.

No surprise, all vacation homes 
offered for up to a week via silent 
auction were claimed, ranging 
from a weekend at a St. Michael’s 
boathouse and a condo at Deep 
Creek Lake in Western Maryland 
to a two-bedroom castle on Baja, 
California. The home of Sylvia and 
Bill Peterson in Provence, France, 
raised $1,300, while the top  
winning bid was a week at the 
Chesapeake Bay home of Gail and 
Don Kohn for $1,600.

Easy bids were given for a variety 
of experiences, including a “fantasy 

Swing for the Swearing in continued from page 1

 continued on page 9

Above left: Bryan Cassidy, dressed as 
"The Big Cheese."
Above: John Thompson (Director of DC 
Office on Aging ) and wife Christina. 
Below: When guests tired of dancing  
there were plenty of seats available for 
visiting with friends. 
Page 9: CHV's own Katie McDonough, 
Julie Maggioncalda, and Gail Kohn, 
decked out and enjoying the evening.
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flight” with pilot Roger Haley 
aboard his Cessna C-172, a two-hour 
introduction to iphoneography with 
Casey Chandler, a meditation session 
with Patrick McClintock, a portrait 
of your pet by Mary Ellen Abrecht, 
and sailing aboard a 19-foot Flying 
Scott with Captain David Draa, CHV 
executive director’s fiancée. (Among 
the four winners was our ED, Katie 
McDonough.)

Many of the Salon Dinners filled, 
and had numerous alternates sign 
on. By far, the leader of the pack is 
a Happy Hour, scheduled in April, 
when Tom Sherwood and Kojo 
Nammdi will perform a living-room 
version of “Politics Hour,” one of 
WAMU’s leading programs. The 30 
places are filled, with nearly as many 
“alternates” on the list. 

Other full draws for Salon dinners 
are an April session with former 
DC Mayor Tony Williams, former 
US Ambassador to Romania Mark 
Gitenstein, author Mike Canning, 
and the eight treasured seats for 
a dinner prepared by culinary 
specialist Rev. Dr. Bill Doggett.

However, the following evenings 
still have openings, and anyone 
interested should contact Capitol Hill 
Village at 202.543.1778 to attend:

★  Wednesday, February 20 – Dinner 
with Dr. george taler and Dr. 
eric De Jonge, founders of the 
medical house call program at 
Washington Hospital Center, have 
centered on making everyday 
lives of frail elders better; tickets 
are $75. Hosts are Margaret and 
Al Crenshaw.

★  Thursday, Feb. 28 – Dinner 
with Father bill bryne, pastor 
of St Peter’s Church on Capitol 
Hill and involved in Pastoral 
Ministry and Social Concerns for 
the Archdiocese of Washington, 
known for engaging humor. One 
($75) ticket remaining. Hosts are 
Barbara and Phil Nowak.

★  Monday, March 11 – Janet 
griffin, who has directed the 
Folger Theatre’s growth in 
Shakespeare’s and other medieval 
plays, plus more modern drama. 
Hosts for a Shakespeare-themed 
dinner are Maygene and Steve 
Daniels. Tickets are $75.

★ Saturday, March 16 – Dinner 
with David Sabin, a Washington 
native and Catholic University 
drama graduate who spent 34 
years on Broadway and, since 
1989, has appeared in 62 plays 
for the Shakespeare Theatre 

Company. Tickets are $75.  
Hostess is Ruth Mitchell.

★  Saturday, April 20 – Dinner with 
gregory McCarthy, Washington 
Nationals vice president. Hosts 
are Jean and Don Denton. Two 
$75 tickets seats remain (with 20 
seats filled).

★  Sunday, April 21 – brunch with 
urban theater pioneers adele 
robey and daughter Julia 
Christian, creators of the H Street 
Playhouse who this spring will 
open The Anacostia Playhouse, 
and Colin Hovde, Artistic 
Director of the Theater Alliance 
(where Robey is board chair.) 
Tickets are $75. Hosts are Bruce 
and Louise Brennan.

★  Monday, April 29 – Dinner with 
Hedrick Smith, Pulitzer Prize 
and Emmy Award winner, and 
creator of 20 award-winning PBS 
prime time specials, who will 
discuss the world and the nation 
he sees. Attendees will receive his 
latest book, Who Stole the American 
Dream. The cost of the book is 
included in the ticket price of $90. 
Hosts are Carl and Undine Nash. 

★  Sunday, June 9 – Dinner with 
bob Kaiser, Washington Post 
associate editor and senior 
correspondent (there over 
40 years, including foreign 
correspondent in London,  
Saigon and Moscow, as well 
as numerous US national 
assignments) who has authored 
or co-authored eight books  
from Cold Winter to his most 
recent, Act of Congress. The 
conversation will be on “all things 
Washington,” plus the world. 
Tickets are $75. Hosts are Mary 
Procter and Bill Matuszeski. 

Swing for the Swearing in continued from page 8

Gala Photographers: Pat Brockett, Diane 
Brockett, Norm Metzger, Roxanne Walker

Look for more Gala photos in the March issue!
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by Norman Metzger

Nancy and I met Louis and 
Claire a few years ago when, 
coming out of our house, 

we saw a couple standing in front 
of "Sousa House" next door. I 
immediately noted and envied the 
man’s mien of casual elegance framed 
in a unique style — sporting a very 
handsome Tam O’Shanter and an 
equally handsome carved walking 
stick. I wanted both, but not to be.

We talked, learned that they lived in 
the neighborhood, that they indeed 
had met decades earlier when they 
both lived for a time in apartments in 
the Sousa house, that Claire was an 
artist, and that Louis worked for the 
Census Bureau. On parting, Louis 
gave me his card; it said “Director”. 

It was 2006, the birth year for the 
Village, and we mentioned it to Louis 
and Claire. Both were intrigued, and 
wanted to be included at the next 

house gathering of neighbors to talk 
about the idea. 

They were invited, came, and joined. 
And not only joined, but plunged 
in, adding the nascent but already 
robust social part of the Village 
to their lives. It didn’t take long 
for Louis’s leadership skills to be 
appropriated for the Village. He 
joined the Village Board, became 
Vice President, and would no doubt 
have become President; but, with his 
illness it was not to be. Louis’ work 
and splendid qualities were critical 
in the success of the Village:

He was the first volunteer to check 
in with members after each service. 
Because of his interest in data, he 
also was willing to spend time 
counting, in the days before our 
computer program automatically 
did so; he checked annually on how 
many members participated in all 
the CHV activities. For years, he 

and Claire devoted many hours to 
transporting members, often those 
with frailties that were challenging 
for others because of walkers and/or 
the need of a supportive arm.

Many tributes have been offered 
about Louis. But for me the most 
moving was this comment in 
response to the Washington Post 
obituary:

"Mr. Kincannon was a very nice 
person. I worked at Census for 
two summers and Christmas 
vacations while in college. Once 
I was accepted into the intern 
program, my dad suggested I 
visit Mr. Kincannon to introduce 
myself. They knew each other 
from their days at OMB. I recall 
during my summer jobs stopping 
in to see Mr. Kincannon. He was 
very gracious, asking what work I 
was doing during the summer and 
how I liked the job. Today, I work 
for the federal government and 
can attribute that career of public 
service back to Mr. Kincannon. I 
am sure I am one of many that  
can say they had the benefit of 
good counsel from the legendary 
Louis Kincannon."

And it is we, his Capitol Hill friends 
and neighbors, who also had “ the 
benefit of good counsel from the 
legendary Louis Kincannon.”

The late C. louis Kincannon: good Counsel (1940-2012)

Gail Kohn (first Executive Director):
I had great confidence in Louis’ calm judgment, which helped see the 
Board through some of the critical points in the Village’s history…. The 
early years of the Village were relatively smooth compared to many 
other startup non-profits, and this owes much to Louis Kincannon.

Mary Procter (past President):
Louis always held a very calm, thoughtful and wise presence as a 
member of the Board. Louis was slow to speak, quick to listen, and 
when he did speak, his comments were meaningful and valuable. He 
had a passion for CHV that not only showed through his service on 
the board but with his willingness to serve as a volunteer driver, even 
within the last two years since his diagnosis.

Katie McDonough (Executive Director):
History has been described as the art of “putting accidents in order,” 
and that could include our personal histories. But Louis’ life was not 
a matter of ordering accidents. Rather, it was a history formed by his 
strong and unswerving principles: his great humanity in which he 
valued all; his passionate interest in the life around him that drove 
him to support and indeed enrich the achievements of the Village; his 
analytical and intellectual gifts that enabled him to cut to the heart of 
difficult matters and deal with them fairly; and his wonderful humor, 
never cutting but often insightful, whatever the seriousness of the issue. 
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By Leo Orleans

My wife and I were sitting 
in a Wendy’s restaurant in 
Negales, a kind of a messy 

and unattractive town on the 
Arizona-Mexican border. I know it 
sounds snobbish, but I was hungry 
and that was the best we could do. 
As we observed and commented on 
the scene around us, I was reminded 
of a short Chekov story that I read 
when I was a kid still reading in 
Russian. For someone who never 
stops complaining about the absence 
of his long-term memory, the fact 
that this tale popped into my head 
was indeed a surprise to both of us.

The story was entitled “Glupyi 
Frantsuz,” which translates into Silly 
Frenchman, and was about a French 
tourist who was having dinner in a 
Moscow restaurant, probably at the 
turn of the 20th century. 

The visitor noticed that a man sitting 
a few tables from him was served 
a large stack of bliny—something 
like skinny pancakes but without 
syrup. The Frenchman was most 
impressed by the size of the serving, 
and was further fascinated as the 
Russian started smothering the tall 
stack with generous amounts of sour 

cream and spreading red caviar over 
the entire presentation. He was sure 
that no one possibly could finish 
such a portion, but to his surprise, 
the Russian not only cleaned his 
plate but actually ordered seconds. 

The Frenchman may have been 
thinking of the starving children in 
China when he muttered to himself, 
“Mon Dieu,” how wasteful to order 
food that one cannot finish.(Doggie 
bags were not yet invented.)

Well, would you believe that the 
diner not only ate his second portion 
but actually started ordering a third 
stack of the crepe-like pancakes with 
all the trimmings? 

At this point, the Frenchman 
panicked. He insisted on speaking to 
the manager, whom he immediately 
started to berate with something like 
“Monsieur, what are you thinking 
of? Don’t you have a conscience? A 
man is obviously trying to commit 
suicide in your restaurant and you 
are not doing anything to stop him. 
How can you be so thoughtless, so 
malevolent? I must report you to the 
authorities!”

Wherefrom comes Chekov’s title, 
“Silly Frenchman” that provides me 

with a long introduction to my very 
short “Silly American” story.

I have eaten my share of meals in 
fast-food restaurants but I never have 
seen the unbelievable size of the 
plates (actually platters) and the size 
of the portions delivered by broad 
and muscular waitresses. Although 
we were both hungry and the food 
was “as expected,” we did not come 
close to finishing what was delivered 
to our table. Around us, however, 
the towering portions served to 
kids and truck drivers and young 
women seemed to disappear without 
any difficulties—and there were no 
doggie bags in sight.

I was just as amazed in Negales as 
the Frenchman was in Russia.

RANDOM MUSINGS:  

Silly American

Time to prune, But Only Some Trees
By Margaret Missiaen

The best time to prune woody 
plants is when they are 
dormant. The January cold spell 

ensured that deciduous trees and 
shrubs now are completely dormant 
and will remain so until early 
March. There is no need to work in 
sub-freezing temperatures. Wait for a 
day in the 40’s. 

If you are unsure about how to 
prune, please work with an arborist 
or contact Margaret. [A good 

website for basic information is: 
treesaregood.com/]

It is important to keep in mind 
which trees will break dormancy 
first. Maples should be pruned in 
January if possible. Red maples and 
other trees with light colored bark 
will have rising sap on sunny days 
no matter how low the temperature. 
Prune on cloudy days to avoid 
this problem. Leave the oaks for 
last. Oaks can be pruned in March 
without damaging the trees. 

Spring flowering shrubs and 
trees, such as camellias, azaleas, 
forsythias, redbuds and dogwoods 
should be pruned after flowering 
in the spring to preserve the flower 
buds. Figs, crape myrtles and other 
cold sensitive woody plants should 
be pruned in late March. Earlier 
pruning may cause them to break 
dormancy and subject them to 
damage from a late freeze.

www.treesaregood.com
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By Sharon House

“Freedom is never given; it is 
won.” These words of A. Phillip 
Randolph introduce Changing 
America, the Smithsonian exhibit 
on the anniversaries of the 1863 
Emancipation Proclamation and the 
1963 March on Washington.

Several CHV members had 
curator-led tours January 20 of this 
enlightening and moving exhibit. 
Some of us winced at the small 
shackles for enslaved children 
and a whip in the section of the 
exhibit devoted to the Emancipation 
Proclamation. But resistance to 
slavery had been going on for 200 
years, as was illustrated by Nat 
Turner’s Bible and a pike head 
weapon that John Brown brought to 
Harper’s Ferry. 

Several items and letters related to 
Abraham Lincoln show his work 
leading up to the Emancipation 
Proclamation. Early copies of the 
Proclamation, as well as prints, 
banners and photographs, illustrate 
its immediate and lasting popularity. 
A small book-form copy made for 
Union soldiers to read to African-
Americans and a large tent that 
was home for 20 emancipated 
people near the Union Army at 
Shiloh demonstrated specific 
implementation of the Proclamation. 
Curator and guide Nancy Bercaw 

gave us background on research that 
went into the exhibit and how some 
recent items were obtained.

In the section of the exhibit on the 
March on Washington, we learned 
that the Lincoln Memorial has been 
a place for civil rights speeches and 
activities since its dedication in 1922, 
when the keynote address by the 
president of Tuskegee Institute called 
for racial equality. 

The 1939 Marian Anderson concert 
is well-known; less well-known is a 
planned 1941 March on Washington 
to protest discrimination in 
government defense industries 
that was cancelled when President 
Roosevelt signed an Executive Order 
to prohibit this discrimination. A 
Prayer Pilgrimage in 1957 protested 

lack of progress in desegregating 
schools and economic conditions of 
African-Americans in the South. 

The August 28, 1963 March on 
Washington for Jobs and Freedom, 
which brought 250,000 to the 
Lincoln Memorial, was the result of 
the leaders of six major civil rights 
organizations coming together. 
Curator and guide Harry Rubenstein 
told us about the “gifted organizer,” 
Bayard Rustin, who in a very short 
time planned and coordinated all 
the logistics for the March; he also 
pointed out the engraved pocket 
watch that Martin Luther King gave 
Rustin for this work. (Rustin appears 
at left in the photo below.) 

Videos are shown of familiar, as 
well as not so familiar, speeches 
and entertainment from the March. 
These and Joan Baez’ guitar, 
photographs, and other items 
from the March reminded us of 
the many and diverse people and 
organizations who participated.

This exhibit is at the Smithsonian 
National Museum of American 
History through September 15, 2013.

Our tour was planned in connection 
with the upcoming February 23 
commemoration of the 1963 March 
on Washington; being co-sponsored 
by Capitol Hill Village and the 
Overbeck Capitol Hill History 
Project. See related article on page 1.

“Changing America” is Enlightening, Moving

Bernadette McMahon, Margaret Missiaen, 
Sharon House, Judy Bardacke, and Mike 
and Judy Canning at the exhibit. Photo by 
Ed Missiaen
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By Fran Zaniello

In her note to the reader at the 
beginning of her compelling 
new book, One Hundred Years of 

Marriage: A Novel in Stories, Louise 
Farmer Smith writes that “the truths 
of our grand-parents’ unions have 
perished in the airless memories of 
the dead.” This is a book that seeks 
to tell the truth about those unions – 
and a sad and bitter truth it is. 

This is a novel in stories so, of course, 
all the stories are connected. The 
frame is an extended family history: 
the first story, “The House After It 
Was Leveled,” about young Patricia 
Brady’s Oklahoma family, takes place 
in 1960; the next four, set in both 
Oklahoma and North Carolina, move 
back in time into the lives of Patricia’s 
parents (1934), grandparents (1923), 
and great-grandparents (1880’s - 90’s). 

In the sixth and last story, set in 1970, 
Patricia, a young woman working in 
DC, returns to Oklahoma for her own 
wedding. In a few short (and very 
useful) lines at the beginning of each 
new story, Smith tells the reader how 
the characters we are about to meet 
are related to the ones in the previous 
story—we learn, for example, that the 
“The Woodpecker” (story # 2) will be 
about Patricia’s mother Alice and how 
she married her husband. 

Smith also provides a family tree at 
the beginning of the novel to help  
us navigate and it’s part of the 
pleasure of the book to go back to 
it often to see where we are. This 
structure also makes for some 
fascinating revelations. 

In the first story, for example, we hear 
about Olivia Jane, Patricia’s pioneer 
great-grandmother, Patricia’s “model, 
a distant star of perfection” who lived 
in an Oklahoma dugout. 

In story number four, “Return to 
Lincoln,” we learn the truth about 
Olivia Jane, who suffered from a 
terrible mental illness (“a crying 
sickness”); was left to die in an insane 

asylum in Lincoln, Nebraska; and 
who never really lived in that dugout. 
Her story remains unknown because, 
as Smith tells us, “more terrible than 
having sex when not married was 
violating family secrecy.” 

Olivia Jane is probably the most tragic 
of the women in this work, but she 
is not unusual. This is a group of 
suffering women, “buried” women 
-- women who (in the words of one) 
“ruin our own happiness,” or are 
trapped in marriages to men who 
are at best “silent,” “broken,” and 
“disappointing” or, at worst, abuse 
and even murder them. 

Smith’s stories often expose the 
misery of these women through the 
eyes of their children who are, in 
many ways, the most unfortunate 
victims of these marriages. These bad 
husbands are also distant, unloving 
and, sometimes, cruel fathers. And 
the children are desperate to help 
their mothers but can’t, of course.

Patricia drives her mother Alice to a 
psychiatrist and encourages divorce. 
Alice, herself the victim of her own 
mother’s marriage to a weak, feckless 
man, sells her beloved pig so that her 

mother, who supports the family, can 
have china to paint. The child Dan 
says of his mother Olivia Jane, “I had 
loved her, but not enough.” 

War also haunts these stories and 
may provide a partial explanation 
for the behavior of some of the men. 
Patricia’s abusive and philandering 
father, The General, has served in 
WW II and Korea. In “Return to 
Lincoln,” Dan’s stern, silent father 
(Patricia’s great-grandfather), James 
Eliot Hale, fought at Gettysburg and 
lost a twin at Andersonville. We learn 
that the mother of Patricia’s great-
grandmother Margaret starved to 
death during the Civil War.

These are terrific stories. In their 
unstinting portrait of women living 
pinched and circumscribed lives, 
they follow the tradition of earlier 
classics by women writers like Kate 
Chopin (The Awakening), Charlotte 
Perkins Gilman (The Yellow Wallpaper), 
and even Edith Wharton (House of 
Mirth). And their rural, small town 
setting, their subject matter (lonely 
unfulfilled women), and their elegiac 
tone suggest comparisons to the 
short stories of both Alice Munro and 
Bobbi Ann Mason. 

Yes, these are sad, heart-wrenching 
stories. But they are about the past 
that we are drawn to, that we need to 
know. And there is a kind of catharsis 
at the end of the book in the last 
story (“The Dress”) when Patricia 
comes back to Oklahoma for her own 
marriage (what else!). 

It’s a satisfying ending to the book 
and a wonderful story, full of pathos 
and humor, with a plot that I don’t 
want to give away. So, go buy this 
book. And send it to your friends—
you’ll want them to read it. And hope 
that Louise Farmer Smith is working 
on another!

One Hundred Years of Marriage is 
available as both an e-book and a 
paperback from Amazon.com.

Century of Marriage

Louise Farmer Smith is a member of 
Capitol Hill Village. Smith has published 
stories in numerous magazines including 
The Virginia Quarterly Review and The 
Potomac Review. Her story “Return to 
Lincoln” was nominated for the Pushcart 
Prize in 2005 and that same year she was 
a Breadloaf Fellow. 

www.amazon.com
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Watching the inauguration in Warmth and With good Company

More than 20 Capitol Hill Village members shared watching the Inauguration of President Barack Obama on January 21 in the warm 
home of Judy and Mike Canning, complete with three television sets. Pictured watching Vice President Joe Biden raise his hand to take 
on a second term are, from left, Fran Zaniello, Thomas Zaniello, Judy Canning, Rich Pea, and Patricia Molumby.

By Shirley Loo

The menu for the first Capitol 
Hill Village potluck vegetarian 
meal didn’t sound potluck: 

citrus salad with pomegranates, 
black bean mango salad, butternut 
squash with honey, and 3-C Supreme 
(cauliflower, carrots, and couscous).

Among the purchased items also 
on the colorful table were a Turkish 
snack, olive tapenade and Inner Peas.

The January 6 afternoon gathering, 
hosted by Mary Case, is the first 
of a series of plant-based meals 
being organized for Capitol Hill 
Village members who want to 
explore including interesting non-
meat dishes on their tables. Those 
attending this first session ranged 
from members who occasionally 
prepare meatless dishes to a 
pescatarian (who eats fish and 
seafood in addition to vegetarian 
foods) to an aspiring vegan.

The possibility of the “linner” 
(lunch and dinner) was community, 
wellbeing, and fun, and we 
definitely had those. We also had 

leftovers to enjoy for take-home, plus 
shared recipes. 

If the January 6 date didn’t work for 
you, see if Sunday, February 24 at 2 
p.m. will. Sonia Conly will be our 
host, and all are welcome. Bring a 
veggie dish or fruit or hummus  
and crackers or a beverage. Call  
the CHV office to register and learn 
the address. 

If you would like to host a potluck 
at your home or have questions, 
please contact Shirley Loo at 
sloo625@hotmail.com. If you have 
suggestions to add to a draft list of 
resources distributed at the potluck, 
let her know. If you’d like to share 

your recipe, email it before or after 
the potluck.

let Citrus, Butternut Squash, and Couscous Decorate Your plate

Left to right (front row): Sandra Bruce, 
Susan Cohen, Shirley Loo. 2nd row: 
Roberta Gutman and Sig Cohen



February 2013 Capitol Hill Village News • 15 

Studio Glass movement and elevating the medium 
of glass from the realm of craft to fine art. The studio 
Chihuly founded and directed in Seattle, Washington, 
is an extraordinary workshop, employing many of the 
greatest glass artists to realize his quique vision. For 
more information, see http://www.vmfa.state.va.us/
exhibitions/chihuly.aspx.

For those who have a smart phone, you can download 
the free Chihuly App which claims to be the first app 
that lets you to create art with your breath. You can also 
follow Chihuly’s life and work on a complete timeline.

Cost of the exhibit is $21.00 which includes ticket and 
audio headset. Lunch will be at museum or nearby. 
Transportation is by shared autos; trip organized by the 
CHV Travel Club.

Members, Social Members, Volunteers, Guests

Saturday, February 9 • 10:00 am
Your home

Student Service Saturday
This monthly event quickly is becoming a popular 
CHV service. Last month, members received help 
changing light bulbs, moving heavy boxes, organizing 
books and cleaning up their backyards from our ready 
and willing students! 

The second Saturday of every month, local students 
make themselves available to assist with Student 
Service Saturdays. When you call CHV to sign up, 
please provide a description of the task you would like 
completed. CHV then will match appropriate students 
with members` service requests. No request is too big 
or too small! Sign up required by noon on Wednesday, 
February 6. Participants then will be contacted by CHV 
with further details.

Members Only
 continued on page 16

Upcoming Events
Saturday, February 2 • 9:00 am
Your home

DC Hazardous Waste Pickup
This is the periodic pickup day for hazardous materials 
and personal papers at CHV members’ homes that 
will be delivered to the District’s safe disposal site. 
Personal papers (medical records or financial files) will 
be shredded at the drop-off site, viewed by the CHV 
delivery team to ensure they are destroyed.

Hazardous wastes for pickup include paint, house 
cleaners, batteries, television, video equipment, and 
others not accepted in weekly home trash pickup. 

Capitol Hill Village recommends that you remove the 
hard drive from computers you are disposing in the 
pick up.If you need assistance doing so, call the Village 
office and we will send a volunteer. Call 202.543.1778 or 
e-mail info@capitolhillvillage.org by noon, thursday, 
Jan. 31, to request a pickup or to volunteer to assist 
with the drive.

Members only

Friday, February 8 • 9:00 am
Your home 

Book Donation Monthly Pickup
Friends of the SE Library will be picking up donations 
of used books, records, music and movie CDs and 
DVDs from Capitol Hill Village members’ front 
porches. The items will be included in the monthly 
used-book sale Saturday, February 9th (10 am to 3 pm), 
in the basement of the library at 7th Street SE, just off 
Pennsylvania Avenue.

Sign up by noon, Wednesday, February 6.

Members only

Friday, February 8 • 9:00 am, return to DC early 
evening
200 N. Blvd., Richmond VA. Wheelchairs on site. 

Dale Chihuly Exhibit at the VMFA 
Signup Deadline: Noon, Jan. 30 

We will explore the VFMA`s current special exhibit 
of glass work by Dale Chihuly and other exhibits in 
the museum`s permanent collection, time permitting. 
Dale Chihuly is credited with revolutionizing the 

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/the-chihuly-app/id572960717?mt=8
http://www.vmfa.state.va.us/exhibitions/chihuly.aspx


16 • February 2013 Capitol Hill Village News

Sunday, February 10 • 3:00 pm
Theater J, 1529 16th Street NW (entrance on Q). 
Fully accessible. 

Race
Signup Deadline: Noon, Jan. 29 

This high-voltage crime mystery by David Mamet 
premiered on Broadway in 2009. It is filled with 
provocative ideas and dialogue that revolve around 
race, sex and guilt associated with a wealthy white 
man’s rape of a black woman. Directed by John 
Vreeke, the play, in a way, portends the messy issues 
raised in the recent Dominique Strauss-Kahn incident. 
There will be a discussion in the theater following 
the performance. If there is interest, a dinner will be 
arranged at a nearby restaurant. Play cost is $30, paid  
to CHV.

Members and their guests

Wednesday, February 13 • 5:00 – 7:00 pm
Private Home 

Love Songs Sing Along
Call the office to sign up by: 4 pm, Feb. 12 

Join in a celebration of Valentine’s Day. We will gather 
around the piano to sing love songs, old and new. No 
singing expertise or experience required, just a love of 
singing. Long-time Hill resident and music man Parker 
Jayne will accompany us. Words for many of the songs 
will be supplied; refreshments will be served in the 
dining room. Limited to 20 people, so don`t wait to 
contact CHV to sign up and learn the address.

Members, Social Members & Guests

Thursday, February 14 • 6:00-7:30 pm
Private home 

Cinephiles Club
Participants should call the office by 12 noon on 
Wednesday, February 13, to register their attendance 
and learn the host`s address. Prior to the gathering, 
view one or more of the following films: Quartet, Zero 
Dark Thirty, Amour.

Members, Social Members

Tuesday, February 19 • 6:00-7:30 pm
Private home

Literary Club
The Literary Club book for 
February is Edith Wharton’s 
classic American novel 
published in 1905, The House 
of Mirth. Readable and 
compelling, The House of 
Mirth is a powerful portrait 
of the cultural and economic 
constraints on single, middle-
class women in the late 19th 
Century. You will follow the 
fortunes of Wharton’s sympathetic heroine, Lily Bart, as 
she navigates the perilous matrimonial waters of New 
York’s upper class. This was Wharton’s first novel and 
some argue this is her best.

Call office by noon on Monday, February 18, to sign up 
and learn the address.

Members and Social Members

Wednesday, February 20 • 6:30 pm
Private Home

Doctors Who Make House Calls
Join Drs. George Taler and Eric De Jonge, founders 
of the Medical House Call Program, for a rewarding 

evening 
learning 
about their 
innovative 
program. 
The Medical 
House Call 
Program 
brings not 
only primary 
care, but also 

special services into the living room of their patients 
any time of the day. This is a Gala Salon dinner, and 
seats still are available for $75. Call 202.543.1778 for 
tickets.

Upcoming Events continued from page 15

 continued on page 17

Please RSVP to all events, and let the CHV 
office know if you need a ride, by calling 
202.543.1778 during regular office hours or  
by e-mailing info@capitolhillvillage.org

mailto:info@capitolhillvillage.org
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Friday, February 22 • 12:30-1:30 pm
Southeast Neighborhood Library, 7th and D Streets 
SE. Accessible from D St.

Balance Class
Call the office to sign up 
by: 3 pm, Feb. 21 

Join other members in 
this monthly balance 
class, which will help you 
recognize that strength 
and agility are the best 
defenses against falls. 
Practice skills that will 
keep you on your feet. 
The class is taught by 
a physical therapist 
volunteering from 
Physiotherapy Associates.

Members, Social Members, 
Volunteers, Guests

Friday, February 22 • 6:30 pm
30 Ivy Street SE (between New Jersey Avenue & 
Canal Street) Fully accessible; free parking in lot 
across the street 

Democratic Club Dinner Party 
Guests will enjoy a dinner that includes choices 
between: two appetizers; two entrees; and two desserts. 
The cost of this three-course “tasting” meal (European-
sized portions) will be $30, including taxes and 
gratuities. Beverages will be charged separately and 
paid to Paul Cromwell, the DNC member providing us 
access to this club. For easy conversation, diners will 
be seated at tables of no more than six. Reservations 
required. Sign up by 3 pm, Feb. 19.

Members, Social Members, Volunteers, Potential Members

Sunday, February 24 • 2:00 pm
Private home

Potuck Vegetarian Meal
Join your fellow members for a potluck vegetarian 
“linner”. Bring a vegetarian or vegan dish, fruit, 
or beverage. Our hope is that eating well together 
contributes to collective wellbeing, community and 
vitality in the new year. Sign up by 12 noon on Friday, 
February 22. (See article on page 14.)

Members, Social members

Upcoming Events cont. from page 16

Saturday, February 23 • 1:30-4:00 pm
Lutheran Church of the Reformation, 212 East 
Capitol Street Accessible from rear.

Were You There? Remembering 1963 
March on Washington
Capitol Hill Village and the Overbeck Capitol Hill 
History Project are co-sponsoring a cross-generational 
commemoration of the historic 1963 March on 
Washington. It will take place as part of Black History 
Month to mark the 50th anniversary of the March. 

The keynote speaker will be noted journalist Paul 
Delaney, who covered some of the important figures 
and events of the Civil Rights Movement during a 
career which included 23 years with the New York 
Times as an editor and correspondent. Rev. Edward 

A. Hailes, Jr. will be the moderator of the panel, 
which will share personal stories of experiences 
during the March. (See article on page 1.)

There also will be a contest for students at 
participating Capitol Hill schools to write their own 
“I Have a Dream” speech. The winners will receive 
scholarship money and will be invited to deliver their 
speeches at the event. Refreshments will be served in 
the basement after the program. 

Several pews will be reserved for CHV members and 
held until 1:15, then open to the public. Doors open at 
1:00 pm; arrive early. 

If you attended the March and have a story to tell 
about your experience, please contact Pat Brockett, 
202-431-4099, pbrockett@dwx.com.

Open to the public

Please RSVP to all events, and let the CHV 
office know if you need a ride, by calling 
202.543.1778 during regular office hours or  
by e-mailing info@capitolhillvillage.org

mailto:info@capitolhillvillage.org
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Continuing CHV Events 

Mondays, 10:30-11:30 AM
Hill Center, 921 Pennsylvania Ave SE

Generation Fit Boot Camp
$18 for CHV members, $20 all others  
(plus $1.44 service charge for everyone)

A class of interval training: periods of high aerobic 
intensity mixed with moves that tend to be lower in 
intensity to build muscle strength. Open to All

Mondays • 10:00 am
St. Mark's Church Dance Studio 

Pilates
A body conditioning system that builds strength, 
flexibility, coordination and endurance. Individual class 
$7; 10-class card (no expiration date) $55. Open to All 

Mondays • 4:00 pm
Garfield Park, South Carolina Ave. at 2nd St. SE

Petanque 
Petanque is the French game of boules, similar to the 
Italian game of bocce. Beginners can request instruction 
by calling Paul at 543-7530. Open to All

Tuesdays and Thursdays • 10:00 am
Capitol Hill Presbyterian Church, 4th Street and 
Independence Avenue SE

Qigong
This gentle, but powerful, Chinese movement exercise 
is offered by CHV member Joni Bell. Members only

Wednesdays • 9:15-10:45 am 
Hill Center

Dance: Move/Learn/Create 
Led by Margot Greenlee of the Liz Lerman Dance 
Exchange, this paid class promotes conscious moving 
and critical thinking. Open to All

Wednesdays • 3:00-5:00 pm 
Private home

Mahjong
Similar to the Western card game rummy, Mahjong 
is a game of skill, strategy, calculation and chance. 
Beginners welcome. Open to All

Thursday, February 28 • 5:00-6:30 pm
Private home

Village Opera Society
What happens when a Roman officer encounters a 
Druid priestess? Did you make the safe operatic guess-
-love, jealousy, and death? Come find out when Harriet 
Rogers gives us the history and plot summary of 
Bellini’s Norma (performed at the Washington National 
Opera, March 9-24). As usual, there will be a few 
excerpts. Bring your opera-enthusiast friends and join 
us to learn more about this upcoming opera. call the 
Village at 202.543.1778 by 12 noon on Feb. 27 to register 
for the discussion and to learn the location, .

Members, Social Members

Thursday, February 28 • 6:30 pm
Private Home

A Joyous Evening with Father Bill Bryne 
Father Bill Bryne is pastor of St Peter’s Church on 

Capitol Hill and involved in 
Pastoral Ministry and Social 
Concerns for the Archdiocese of 
Washington. He's known for his 
engaging humor. This is a Gala 
Salon dinner, and one seat still is 
available for $75. Call 202.543.1778 
for tickets.

Upcoming Events cont. from page 17

Look for more Gala photos in the March issue!

Emily Anderson, one of our current CHV social worker interns, 
and partner Pam Miller. Their company, ButtonUp, made the 
prized buttons that were given away on the Wheel of Fortune.


